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Before We Begin: The
Foundation of Salvation

Every chapter in this book examines a piece of your record, what

changed, legally and actually, the day you were born again. None of

that record makes sense until one entry is settled first: what actually

happened to you the day you got saved.

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:

it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV)

The Fine Print

The Greek word behind “saved” is σῴζω (sō zō , Strong’s G4982).

This same word is also the word the New Testament uses for healed

(Matthew 9:22), delivered (2 Timothy 4:17-18), and preserved

(Acts 27:20). It is not four different words that happen to look alike.

It is one word, used for four different things, because in God’s mind,

they are one gift.

Here is what that means in plain terms. The moment you were

saved, healing, deliverance, and safekeeping were not extra blessings

added on top, that you’d have to go and separately earn later. They
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came in the same package as your salvation, on day one.

In plain terms. Think of a court sealing a record. Once the seal is

applied, the case is closed, not “under review,” not “pending further

evidence.” Salvation is not God opening a long, uncertain review of

your life to see whether you’ll eventually qualify. It is a seal, applied

once, that closes the old case entirely and opens a new one in its

place. Everything this book is about to examine, what died, what

was created, what you are made of now, is simply reading the new

file, not still arguing the old one.

Zacchaeus is the Bible’s own picture of a man whose file changed

instantly. The moment Jesus said, “This day is salvation come to this

house” (Luke 19:9), Zacchaeus didn’t ask what he now needed to do

to deserve it. He stood up and started giving money back, because

sō zō  had already landed on his whole life, not just his soul, and he

simply started acting like it.

How This Fits This Book

This entire book is, in a sense, the terms and conditions of what

already happened to you in that one sealed transaction. Chapter

after chapter, you are not being asked to become someone new. You

are being handed the file on someone who already is, reading, piece

by piece, exactly what the record now says about you.

The Confession That Receives It

Scripture is specific about how this first happens:
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“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou

shalt be saved.” Romans 10:9 (KJV)

Two things, done together: believe it in your heart, say it with your

mouth. If you have never said this and meant it, say it now, before

you read any further:

“I confess with my mouth that Jesus is Lord, and I believe in my heart

that God raised Him from the dead. I am saved.”

Filing This Away

1. Say the confession above out loud, today: not silently in

your head. Romans 10:9 specifically names the mouth, not

just the heart.

2. Notice one place this week where you’re still treating your

case as open: still trying to earn a verdict that was already

sealed in your favor.

3. Say it plainly to yourself once: “My case is closed. I am not

on trial. I am reading a file that already says I’m saved.”

For the full, deeper treatment of what salvation accomplished in you, see

Book 1 in this series, on Grace, Salvation & Righteousness.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 1: The Blueprint

Before you can understand what changed in you, you have to

understand what was originally drawn up, the plan you were built

from, before anything ever went wrong with it. Most identity

confusion in a person’s life traces back to one missing document:

nobody ever showed them the original blueprint. “And God said, Let

us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and

over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing

that creepeth upon the earth” (Genesis 1:26). Every other creature

in that chapter is made “after his kind” a fish reproducing a fish, a

bird a bird, each one a copy of its own category. Man alone is made

after God’s own צֶלֶם (tselem, “image”) and דְּמוּת (demuth, “likeness”).

Tselem is the word Scripture uses elsewhere for a carved statue set

up to represent a king in a province he could not personally visit, it

qualifies you to carry delegated authority, to act on behalf of the

One you represent. Demuth means resemblance, correspondence, it

qualifies you to actually function the way the original functions, not

merely to look like a copy of it. Put the two together and Genesis

1:26 stops being a compliment and starts reading like a job

description: built to represent, built to function like the One

represented. Think of it the way a franchise works, not a knockoff. A

knockoff imitates a brand’s look from a distance. A franchise is
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legally authorized to represent that brand and trained to actually

operate the way the parent company operates, same recipe, same

standards, same authority to make the customer’s experience match

what the name promises. You were made the second kind, not the

first.

Notice that Genesis records man’s forming in two separate stages,

and the order matters. “There was not a man to till the ground”

(Genesis 2:5), the plan was drawn before the builder ever arrived on

site. Then comes the actual construction: “the Lord God formed

man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the

breath of life; and man became a living soul” (Genesis 2:7). At this

exact stage, notice what man was not yet: innocent, yes, but the text

does not yet call him righteous. He had not touched the tree of life,

which would have joined him permanently to God’s own life and

given him standing access to the realm of the Spirit. This is why, in

Eden, it is always God who comes to visit man in the cool of the day,

man could not yet ascend to visit God. He was a living soul,

designed to be governed from a spirit that was present but not yet

the one running the show. That unfinished, undecided state is the

doorway the fall would eventually walk through: the soul, the part of

man built to take instruction from the spirit and simply pass it

down to the body, was never supposed to run independently. The

moment it did, the whole chain of command flipped, and the soul

stopped being a channel and became a throne, the same throne a

future book in this series will spend an entire volume examining,

because the mind, left ungoverned, is never a neutral bystander in

anyone’s identity.
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You could pick almost any moment before Genesis 3 to see the

blueprint working exactly as drawn, but the clearest picture is the

very first assignment God gave the man He had just formed. “The

Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to

dress it and to keep it” (Genesis 2:15), and shortly after, God

“formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and

brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and

whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name

thereof ” (Genesis 2:19). Picture that scene slowly. God does not

name the animals Himself and hand Adam a list to memorize. He

brings each creature, already walking, swimming, and flying across

an earth God had just finished speaking into existence, and simply

waits to see what Adam will call it. Whatever Adam says, becomes.

Not because Adam is powerful in himself, but because he is

functioning exactly as designed, tselem and demuth on full display,

representing God’s own creative authority in real time, on a task

God trusted him with completely. There is no fear in that scene. No

self-consciousness, no second-guessing whether he is qualified to be

naming an unfamiliar creature correctly. He simply functions, the

way the blueprint said he would, because at that point nothing in

him was yet answering to any voice but the one he was built to carry.

That is the original file. Everything from Genesis 3 onward is the

story of that file being corrupted, a soul that learned to answer to

appetite and fear instead of spirit, and everything the rest of this

book examines, chapter by chapter, is the story of it being reopened,

exactly as drawn, in Christ.
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Filing This Away

1. Read Genesis 2:19 and picture yourself in Adam’s place.

What is one area of your life where you have been waiting for

permission to function with the authority you were actually

built to carry?

2. Notice where you’ve been living like a knockoff, not a

franchise: imitating the outward shape of a Christian life

without operating in the actual authority Genesis 1:26

describes. Name one specific place this week to function

instead of merely imitate.

3. Ask the throne question honestly. In one area of decision-

making this week, ask: is my soul acting as a channel for what

my spirit already knows, or has it quietly become a throne

making its own calls?

Your Sworn Statement

“I was built in the image and likeness of God, authorized to represent

Him, equipped to function the way He functions. My soul was made to

be a channel, not a throne, and I bring it back under the government it

was designed for.”

Your Petition

Father, thank You for the original blueprint You drew before anything

went wrong, tselem and demuth, representing You, functioning like You.

Where my soul has taken a throne it was never meant to hold, bring it
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back under the government of my spirit, the way You designed it from

the beginning. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 2: What Actually Died

There is an old church testimony that goes something like this: “The

things I used to do, I do them no more, there’s been a great change

since I was born again.” It is well-meant, and it is filed under the

wrong category entirely, because Paul was never describing a change

in behavior when he wrote, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless

I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live

in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and

gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). He makes the same claim

again, more clinically, in Romans: “our old man is crucified with him,

that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should

not serve sin” (Romans 6:6). “Old man” translates the Greek

παλαιὸς ἄνθρωπος (palaios anthrō pos), not merely your former

behavior, but your former self as a category, an entire prior identity.

And notice the verb Paul chooses in both verses: not disciplined, not

improved, not reformed. Crucified: a Roman execution method,

chosen precisely because it left no ambiguity about the outcome.

Nobody survives a crucifixion and continues on with minor

adjustments. Something is fully, finally dead, or the word doesn’t

apply.
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Picture the difference between renovating a house and demolishing

it to build a different one on the same lot. Renovation keeps the

original structure and improves pieces of it, new paint, a rebuilt

kitchen, patched walls, but the foundation, the frame, the address,

all stay exactly as they were. Demolition removes the entire

structure down to bare ground, and what goes up afterward shares

nothing with what stood there before except the address. Galatians

2:20 is describing demolition, not renovation. “I am crucified” is the

wrecking crew finishing its work. “Nevertheless I live; yet not I, but

Christ liveth in me” is the new structure going up on the same lot,

you, built entirely differently, by a different Builder. Paul does not

leave “old man” undefined, either. His fuller argument shows it is

not one thing but two things fused together: the flesh, the appetite-

driven nature that resists the Spirit’s authority “the flesh lusteth

against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are

contrary the one to the other” (Galatians 5:17), and the fallen self,

the self-exalting nature inherited from the fall, that resists Christ’s

Lordship specifically, wanting not just satisfaction but the throne

itself. Flesh plus fallen self equals the old man Romans 6:6 names,

and both, Paul insists, were crucified together, not merely managed

together, which is the same legal ground Book 1 in this series

already opened in its chapter on grace training a believer through

Romans 6, except what this chapter adds is the anatomy: exactly

what “old man” was made of, so that what died has a name, not just a

category.
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Here is the practical weight of that claim. The old man no longer has

a true foundation underneath him. He has been legally, spiritually

severed from his source of authority, the way a snake keeps

thrashing for a while after its head is removed. It looks alive. It

moves, sometimes convincingly. It is not alive. Believers who feel

permanently haunted by an old pattern are very often being

haunted by exactly this: a shadow still throwing itself around, not a

substance that still holds any actual power over them. The chains

feel real because the old man is loud. Loudness was never the same

thing as authority, and authority was stripped at the cross, whether

or not the old man has noticed yet.

Jacob’s wrestling match at Peniel shows what it looks like when God

deals directly with the specific place a person has always drawn their

own strength from. All night, an unnamed man wrestles with Jacob

by the ford of Jabbok, and Jacob, a man whose entire life, from the

womb onward, had been built on grasping, maneuvering, and

outmaneuvering (his very name means “supplanter,” one who takes

by the heel), will not let go, will not lose, refuses to yield even as the

night wears on. Scripture says plainly that “when he saw that he

prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and

the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him”

(Genesis 32:25). Notice exactly what was touched. Not a random

point of pain. The thigh, the place a wrestler’s whole strength is

actually generated from, the load-bearing joint his entire grappling

technique depended on. God did not out-wrestle Jacob by matching

his strength. He reached for the specific place Jacob’s strength for a

lifetime of grasping had always come from, and disabled it. Only
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after that, limping, weakened, unable to rely on the very thing that

had defined him since birth, does Jacob receive a new name: “Thy

name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast

thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed” (v. 28). The

old strength had to be dislocated before the new name could land.

He limped the rest of his life (v. 31), a permanent, visible reminder

that the old source of strength had genuinely been put out of

commission, not merely outgrown.

That is what crucifixion of the old man actually looks like from the

inside: not a gradual fade, but a specific, disabling touch at the exact

place you have always drawn strength from apart from God,

followed by a name that could never have landed while the old grip

still held.

Filing This Away

1. Name your own “thigh.” What specific source of strength,

talent, charm, control, self-sufficiency, have you always leaned

on, the way Jacob leaned on grasping? Ask God honestly

whether it needs dislocating, not just managing.

2. Stop negotiating with the shadow. This week, when an old

pattern makes noise, remind yourself out loud that it has no

true foundation left, loud is not the same as alive. Refuse to

feed it your attention.

3. Practice the demolition language. Instead of saying “I’m

working on this old habit,” say once this week: “That was
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already crucified. I am not managing a corpse. I am living as

someone new.”

Your Sworn Statement

“I am crucified with Christ. My old man, flesh and fallen self together,

has no true foundation left, whatever noise he still makes. I do not live

by managing him. I live because Christ lives in me.”

Your Petition

Father, thank You that my old man was not merely disciplined but

crucified, fully dealt with at the cross. Where I have been negotiating

with a shadow as though it still had authority, open my eyes to see it has

none. Dislocate whatever strength I have been leaning on instead of You,

the way You dealt with Jacob, and give me the new name that follows. In

Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 3: The Appetite You
Answer To

Nobody is tempted by evil in the abstract. Temptation always

arrives disguised as an ordinary, familiar appetite, tiredness, hunger,

wanting to be seen, wanting to speak. Paul frames the whole contest

in one sentence: “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of

the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit

against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that

ye cannot do the things that ye would” (Galatians 5:16-17). “Lust”

translates the Greek ἐπιθυμία (epithymia, Strong’s G1939), not

exclusively sexual craving, as the English word “lust” tends to

suggest, but any strong desire, appetite, or longing, pointed in a

direction it was never meant to run. The word itself is neutral in its

root; it simply means intense desire. What makes it dangerous is not

the appetite but who has been allowed to steer it. Think of appetites

as a car’s accelerator pedal, completely necessary, morally neutral,

and entirely dependent on who has their hands on the wheel. A

skilled driver uses the accelerator to get somewhere useful. The

exact same pedal, under a reckless driver’s foot, runs the car off the

road. Hunger, tiredness, desire, the pull to be noticed, none of these
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are sin. They are simply the pedal. The old man’s whole strategy is

never to invent a new appetite. It is to get his hands back on a wheel

that was supposed to belong to someone else.

Here is the actual daily argument underneath most of what feels like

ordinary struggle. You come home after a demanding day, nothing

left in the tank, and your body speaks the plain language of

exhaustion. At the very same hour, the Holy Spirit registers His own

quiet request, stand before Me, give Me this hour, a different

language entirely, but communication all the same. Two signals,

competing for the same window of time. Tiredness is not sin. But

the moment tiredness is allowed to answer for you, overruling what

the Spirit asked for, the yielding itself becomes the sin. This is the

real, ongoing contest: not “will I do something wicked today,” but

“which voice gets final say over my appetite today.” And there is an

order to how this mastery is actually won, it does not happen all at

once. Sleep comes first, because it is the most foundational appetite

everything else quietly depends on; a life that cannot stay alert to

pray when the body demands rest has no real authority to test itself

against anything harder. Hunger follows, because a life with no

practiced discipline of fasting has never told the body “no” and

made it hold. Desire and the eyes come next, since the eye is so

often the doorway desire is fed through. Last, and hardest, comes

the tongue, the final proof of a life actually governed by the Spirit

rather than the appetite, because almost nothing exposes an

ungoverned appetite faster than an ungoverned mouth. A simple,

uncomfortable test proves how much ground the flesh currently

holds: switch off your phone for three full days. Most people cannot
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do it, not because it’s physically difficult, but because an appetite

was built, wire by wire, session by session, until existence without

the device started to feel like existence without oxygen. That is not a

character flaw to feel ashamed of. It is a mirror, and a future book in

this series on spiritual warfare will show that nearly every battle

believers describe under that name is actually fought right here, at

the level of an ordinary, unrenewed appetite reaching for the wheel

before the Spirit gets a vote.

Before the walls of Jericho fell, Israel was given one of the strangest

military instructions in Scripture: march around the city in

complete silence. “And Joshua had commanded the people, saying,

Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither shall

any word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout;

then shall ye shout” (Joshua 6:10). Picture the actual discipline this

required, thousands of people, day after day for six days, marching

past the walls of a fortified enemy city, close enough to be seen and

jeered at from the ramparts, under strict orders to say absolutely

nothing. Every human instinct in a crowd that size would push

toward noise: nervous chatter, strategizing out loud, someone

eventually mocking back at whatever the defenders shouted down.

None of it was permitted. That restrained tongue was not passive

waiting. It was active, strategic obedience, positioned directly before

the greatest military breakthrough in the book of Joshua. The

appetite to speak, to fill silence, to react, to be heard, was

surrendered on command, for six full days, and only on the seventh,

at the appointed moment, was the shout finally released: “the people

shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat” (Joshua
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6:20). The same appetite that, ungoverned, exposes how much

ground the flesh holds in an ordinary life, was here deliberately

fasted from by an entire nation, and the breakthrough came directly

on the other side of the surrendered appetite, not before it.

That is the pattern worth carrying out of Jericho and into an

ordinary Tuesday: the appetite itself was never the enemy, the

timing of its surrender was the whole battle, and the walls came

down only after the mouth had been governed long enough to prove

which voice was actually in charge.

Filing This Away

1. Take the phone test. Switch it off for seventy-two hours this

week, or as close as your responsibilities allow, and simply

notice, without judgment, how loudly the appetite protests,

and how much it quiets after a day or two of not being fed.

2. Start at the actual beginning of the order. Don’t attempt to

master your tongue this week if you haven’t yet tested your

sleep. Pick the earliest appetite in the sequence, sleep, hunger,

desire, the eyes, the tongue, that you know is still steering,

and address that one specifically.

3. Practice one day of guarded silence, speaking only to God

and no one else, the way Israel marched around Jericho.

Notice what you hear once the appetite to talk has nowhere

left to go.
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Your Sworn Statement

“My appetites are not my enemy, and they are not my master. I walk in

the Spirit, and I do not fulfil the lust of the flesh. Whatever pedal the

flesh has been steering, I am taking the wheel back, one appetite at a

time, in the order that actually builds mastery.”

Your Petition

Father, thank You that my appetites were never meant to be my enemy

or my ruler. Where the flesh has had its hands on the wheel, through my

tiredness, my hunger, my desire to be seen or heard, retrain me, appetite

by appetite, in the right order, until the Spirit has the final word every

time. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 4: Five Words That Fell
A Cherub

Every old man this book has examined so far has two components:

the flesh, which wants comfort, and the fallen self, which wants the

throne. The flesh is loud and easy to spot. The fallen self is quieter,

and far more dangerous, because it rarely asks for anything as small

as comfort. It asks to be God. Isaiah records the moment that

ambition first shows its face: “How art thou fallen from heaven, O

Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground,

which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I

will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of

God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides

of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be

like the most High” (Isaiah 14:12-14). “Lucifer” translates the

Hebrew ילֵל meaning shining one, or day star, a name that ,(helel) הֵ

describes brilliant, original glory, not inherent evil. Whatever this

cherub was before his fall, he was never designed to become what

the rest of the passage describes. The prophet’s opening question

“how art thou fallen?” is not rhetorical decoration. It is genuine

bewilderment: something this glorious was never supposed to end

up on the ground.
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Count the sentences carefully. “I will ascend… I will exalt my

throne… I will sit… I will ascend… I will be like the most High.” Five

times, the same two words open the sentence: I will. Every one of

them orbits a single center, not God’s glory, not the good of the

nations he had influence over, but himself. Picture the most

talented, most trusted employee in an entire company, the one

whose judgment the founder relies on completely, given access to

nearly every room in the building, now imagine that same employee,

alone at night, quietly rehearsing a plan to replace the founder

rather than simply lead well under him. Nothing about his talent

changed. What changed is the direction his ambition started

pointing, from serving the vision to replacing the visionary. That

quiet, private rehearsal, repeated often enough, is exactly what

Isaiah 14 records: not a single dramatic act of rebellion, but five

private sentences, said in the heart, each one aimed at the same

target. This is the exact anatomy of the fallen self this book has

already named as one half of the old man: not merely pride, which

can coexist with genuine service, but the ambition to become an

alternative god, occupying the one seat that was never on offer.

Notice how precisely this same script reappears, almost word for

word, in the garden: “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall

not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof,

then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing

good and evil” (Genesis 3:4-5). The lie was never really about fruit. It

was the identical offer Lucifer had rehearsed in his own heart, self-

sufficient divinity, the promise that you will not need to keep

looking to God, because you are about to discover you can be your
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own. Where the flesh works to keep you from yielding to the Spirit’s

authority, the fallen self works to keep you from yielding to Christ’s

Lordship specifically. Flesh resists the Spirit’s voice. Self resists the

Son’s throne. Together, they are exactly the “I” Galatians 2:20

already told you was crucified, and this quiet, respectable half of the

old man is often the one still sitting in the chair long after a believer

thinks the fight is over, since a future book in this series on spiritual

warfare will show the flesh fights over appetites while the fallen self

fights over the throne, and mastering the first without dealing with

the second is only half the war won.

Return to Jacob at the ford of Jabbok, this time watching for what

changed in him rather than what happened to his thigh. Before that

night, every recorded decision in Jacob’s life ran through the same

operating principle: get it by his own cunning. He took Esau’s

birthright by exploiting a moment of hunger (Genesis 25:29-34). He

took Esau’s blessing by outright deception, dressed in his brother’s

clothes (Genesis 27). He built his own flocks by manipulating

breeding patterns under Laban’s nose (Genesis 30:37-43). Every one

of those stories is a version of I will, I will get what I want, by

whatever cunning is available to me, because I trust my own strategy

more than I trust being given anything outright. The wrestling

match at Jabbok did not merely dislocate a joint. It disabled the

entire operating system Jacob had run his whole life on. A man who

could no longer even walk without a limp could no longer out-

maneuver anyone. And it is only in that disabled, dependent state

that Scripture records him receiving something for the first time in

his life without having schemed for it: a new name, freely given
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“Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and

hast prevailed” (Genesis 32:28). Not a name he engineered. A name

he was handed, once his own operating system had finally,

physically, been shut down. The remedy this book has already

shown you once in that same story applies here with equal force:

revelation and pride cannot occupy the same seat. Something self-

reliant will eventually have to be touched, not merely disciplined, if

the throne is ever going to be vacated for its rightful occupant.

Filing This Away

1. Listen for your own “I will” sentences. This week, notice

any private ambition that orbits your own advancement more

than the purpose you were actually called to. Say it out loud

to God rather than only rehearsing it privately.

2. Distinguish flattery from fit. Look at one decision you are

currently weighing, a relationship, a job, a direction, and ask

honestly whether you are choosing what flatters the fallen self

or what actually fits your purpose.

3. Practice being given something instead of engineering it.

This week, resist manipulating one outcome you’d normally

maneuver toward, and let it be given or withheld instead.

Notice what that surrender costs you, and bring the cost to

God directly.



26

Your Sworn Statement

“My fallen self does not get the throne. I do not orbit my own

advancement the way Lucifer orbited his own ascent. Where I have been

scheming instead of trusting, I lay down the scheme, and I let Christ

occupy the seat that was never mine to take.”

Your Petition

Father, expose every private “I will” I have rehearsed in my own heart,

the way Lucifer rehearsed his. Where I have been maneuvering instead

of trusting, dislocate my confidence in my own cunning, the way You

dealt with Jacob, and give me instead what only comes from You freely.

In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 5: Putting On The New
Man

Crucifixion is only half the file. A death certificate tells you what

ended. It does not tell you what begins. Paul supplies the other

document: “That ye put off concerning the former conversation the

old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be

renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man,

which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness”

(Ephesians 4:22-24), and again, to the Colossians: “Lie not one to

another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And

have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the

image of him that created him” (Colossians 3:9-10). Paul’s verbs

here are clothing verbs. “Put off” translates ἀποτίθημι (apotithē mi),

to take off and lay aside, the way you’d remove a garment you no

longer need. “Put on” translates ἐνδύω (endyō ), to sink into, to be

fully clothed in, the same word used for a soldier putting on armor

before battle (Ephesians 6:11). This is not language about becoming

a slightly different person over time. It is language about a wardrobe

change, deliberate and complete, one garment removed, a different

one put on, both actions named as things you actually do, not things

that merely happen to you. Think about a soldier who has just been

discharged from one uniform and issued another, for a different
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army entirely. The old uniform is not gradually faded out of use over

years, worn a little less each season until it disappears. It is taken off,

on a specific day, and the new uniform is put on in its place, the

same day, so that from that point forward there is never a moment

the soldier is wearing both at once.

Here is the theological name behind each uniform. The old man’s

name, in the terms this whole book has been building, is Adam,

appetite-driven, self-centered, resistant to correction, without any

lasting foundation left underneath him. The new man’s name is

Christ Himself, the personality now inhabiting your recreated

human spirit, waiting to be given expression through your body,

your choices, your ordinary Tuesday decisions. You cannot put on

the new man while still allowing the old man to answer for you in

everyday moments. Every time you deny the old man’s demand for

the microphone and let the new man answer instead, “righteousness

and true holiness” his native nature, not a performance of it, begin

to show up as simple evidence, not effort. Colossians adds a detail

Ephesians doesn’t spell out as explicitly: the new man “is renewed in

knowledge after the image of him that created him” (3:10). Notice

the word renewed, present tense, ongoing, not a one-time

transaction. Putting on the new man happens the moment you

believe. Being renewed in knowledge of what that new man is

actually capable of is a process that continues for the rest of your

life, and it is not optional decoration; a believer who never pursues

it lives beneath a grace that was already fully given on day one,

clothed correctly but largely unaware of what the new uniform is

actually equipped to do. Old man: ruled by appetite, centered on
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self, resistant to correction, no true foundation. New man: governed

by the Spirit, centered on Christ, created in righteousness and true

holiness, continually renewed in knowledge. Every day, in nearly

every situation, you are choosing which of these two answers for

you, not because the old man is still alive and contesting the throne,

but because habit is powerful, and a discarded uniform left lying on

the floor is still, for a while, the easiest thing to reach for out of sheer

familiarity. That is exactly where the phrase “renewed in the spirit

of your mind” points forward to a future book in this series on the

mind and thought, the practical mechanics of how renewal actually

happens, day by day, are a whole subject of their own, but the order

given here is already complete on its own terms: put off, be renewed,

put on, three verbs, one continuous action, never skipped or

reordered.

Consider what it actually looked like for the earliest Gentile

believers to put off a former wardrobe with real, specific content to

it, not an abstraction, but an actual former way of living Paul names

a few verses earlier in the same letter: “the other Gentiles walk, in

the vanity of their mind… who being past feeling have given

themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with

greediness” (Ephesians 4:17-19). These were real people, in

Ephesus, a city built around the temple of Diana and a thriving

trade in idols and magic arts, whose entire former identity had been

shaped by that environment from birth. When Paul later visited

Ephesus and the gospel actually took hold there, Scripture records

something startling: “many of them also which used curious arts

brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and
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they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of

silver” (Acts 19:19). That bonfire is Ephesians 4:22-24 made visible.

Those books were not merely inconvenient reading material, they

were the old man’s actual wardrobe, worth a small fortune,

representing years of former identity and former income. Burning

them was not a symbolic gesture performed for an audience. It was

the old man’s clothing being physically removed, in public, at real

financial cost, so that what came next could actually be a new

uniform rather than the old one quietly kept in the closet just in

case. The new believers who lit that fire had nothing to fall back on

afterward. That was the entire point, and it is the same point Paul is

making when he tells a whole city, a few verses later, to speak truth

rather than lie, because they are “members one of another” (4:25), a

new wardrobe, worn in public, with nothing held in reserve.

Filing This Away

1. Identify what’s still in your closet. Name one specific “old

man” habit, relationship, or practice you have technically

stopped but not actually gotten rid of, still folded up, within

easy reach, just in case. Consider what your own bonfire

would look like.

2. Practice the same-day change. This week, in one specific

moment of temptation, consciously narrate the wardrobe

change to yourself: “The old man’s answer is off. The new

man’s answer goes on now.” Do this out loud if you can.
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3. Pursue renewed knowledge on purpose. Pick one truth

about who you are in Christ that you’ve never studied for

yourself, and spend real time in Scripture this week

discovering exactly what your new uniform is equipped to do.

Your Sworn Statement

“I have put off the old man and put on the new. I am not slowly fading

from one identity into another, I made a decisive change, and I do not

keep the old uniform within reach. I am being renewed in knowledge, on

purpose, of who I actually am.”

Your Petition

Father, thank You for the new man You have already clothed me in,

righteousness and true holiness, not performance but nature. Show me

anything from the old wardrobe I am still keeping within reach, and

give me the courage the Ephesians had to burn it publicly rather than

store it quietly. Renew me in knowledge of who I now am. In Jesus’s

name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 6: A New Species

Somewhere between “changed person” and “new creature,” most

believers quietly downgrade what actually happened to them. A

changed person is still fundamentally the same kind of thing,

improved. Paul’s actual claim is larger: “Therefore if any man be in

Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all

things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). “New creature”

translates καινὴ  κτίσις (kainē  ktisis), and the word for “new” here is

kainos, not neos. Greek has two separate words for “new”: neos

means new in time, the way a car fresh off the factory line is new,

same design, same category, simply not old yet. Kainos means new

in kind, a category that did not exist before. Paul does not say a

believer is neos, a fresher version of the same old model. He says

kainos: a category of being the universe did not previously contain.

Think about the difference between a renovated used car and a

genuinely new species of animal never before classified. A renovated

car, however extensively repaired, is still fundamentally the same

category of object it always was. A newly discovered species gets its

own entry in the field guide, because nothing quite like it existed

before. Salvation did not renovate your old chassis. It filed you

under a category that did not exist in you before that moment.
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Paul pairs this with a second claim in the same breath: “we are his

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God

hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).

“Created” here translates κτίζω (ktizō ), the same root as kainē  ktisis,

fabricated, brought into being from nothing already available, the

identical word Genesis 1 would use in Greek translation for God

speaking light out of literal nothing. “Workmanship” is ποίημα
(poiē ma, the root of the English word “poem”), a crafted work,

something made with deliberate artistry, not mass-produced. And

“good works” translates agathos ergon, ἔργον (ergon, G2041)

meaning business, product, the fruit of labor by hand or by mind.

You are not merely forgiven. You are a crafted, deliberate work of

art, fabricated inside Christ Himself, built specifically to produce a

particular kind of business in the earth, and the business was

decided before the crafting even began, the way an artist decides

what a commissioned piece is for before the first brushstroke. This

removes an enormous amount of anxious searching many believers

carry about “finding their purpose,” as though it were hidden

somewhere and needed to be located through trial and error. What

remains is not discovery from scratch, but recognition of what was

already built in, and it is the same order a future book in this series

on stewardship will build on directly: you are not stewarding

resources in order to eventually become valuable to God’s purposes;

you are already His poiē ma, and the stewardship is simply the good

business already built into the design, waiting to be walked in rather

than invented.
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Consider citrus fruit for a moment. A lemon, a grapefruit, and a

tangerine are all unmistakably citrus, sharing a genus, a family

resemblance anyone can recognize, and yet each is also its own

genuinely distinct fruit, with its own flavor, its own use, its own

specific character. Nobody looks at a tangerine and says it failed to

be a proper lemon. Every believer shares the same family

resemblance, fabricated in the same Christ, carrying the same basic

new nature, and yet the specific measure of grace, insight, and

calling on your life was never meant to be a copy of anyone else’s.

When God formed this new creature in you, the mold was broken on

purpose. Comparing your particular expression of Christ to

someone else’s is like a tangerine feeling inadequate for not tasting

like a lemon.

Consider what a new creature in Christ was fabricated to actually be

capable of, according to Jesus’s own words to the church just before

He returned to the Father: “Ye are the light of the world. A city that

is set on an hill cannot be hid” (Matthew 5:14). Notice He does not

say you will eventually become light if you work hard enough at it.

He states it as an already-true fact about a new kind of thing: you

are light, positioned in a way that structurally cannot be hidden, the

way a city built on an elevated hill is visible for miles regardless of

whether it wants the attention. The verse that follows makes the

same point from a different angle: “Neither do men light a candle,

and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light

unto all that are in the house” (v. 15). Nobody manufactures a light

source and then deliberately smothers it. If a new creature has been

fabricated specifically to shine, then hiding it is not humility, it is a
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misuse of the very design it was built with. A new species of being,

one that did not exist in the world before Christ made it possible, is

not meant to apologize for being visible. It is meant to do the one

thing light structurally cannot avoid doing, which is being seen.

Filing This Away

1. Stop comparing categories. Name one place you’ve been

measuring your own calling against someone else’s, the way a

tangerine might envy a lemon. Remind yourself this week

that you were never meant to taste the same.

2. Look for the ordained business, not a hidden purpose.

Instead of searching for purpose as though it were lost, ask

what specific “good works” already seem to fit naturally into

your hands, your skills, your history, recognition, not

invention.

3. Refuse to hide the light on purpose. Do one thing this week

that lets your specific gifting be visible rather than

minimized, not for applause, but because a hidden light is a

light misused.

Your Sworn Statement

“I am a new creature, not an improved version of my old self, but a

category that did not exist in me before Christ made me. I am His

workmanship, crafted with deliberate artistry, created for a business

already ordained before I was finished being made.”
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Your Petition

Father, thank You for making me kainos, genuinely new, not merely

renovated. Forgive me for the times I’ve compared my specific calling to

someone else’s, as though we were meant to taste the same. Show me the

good works You ordained for me before I was even finished being formed,

and give me courage to let the light You built into me actually be seen. In

Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 7: I Am A Spirit

Ask most believers what they are, and they’ll describe a body that

happens to have some spiritual experiences. Paul files that answer

under the wrong heading entirely: “And the very God of peace

sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and

body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). Three distinct words, and the order

is not decoration: πνεῦμα (pneuma, spirit), ψυχή (psychē , soul),

σῶμα (sō ma, body). Pneuma is the part of you built to interface with

God directly, the innermost part, made alive and sealed at the new

birth. Psychē  is the seat of your mind, will, and emotions, your

personal identity, the processing center that can take instruction

from either direction. Sō ma is your interface with the physical

world, receiving, reacting, and expressing, but never reasoning or

discerning on its own. Three genuinely distinct realms, listed in the

exact order God works in: spirit first, soul second, body third, inside

out rather than outside in. Think of a household with three

members: a wise parent upstairs who can see the whole street from

the window, a teenager in the middle of the house who has to decide

which voice to listen to, and a young child by the front door who

simply reports whatever knocks. The child at the door has no ability

to evaluate whether a knock is safe; he just reports what he heard.

The teenager in the middle is the actual decision-maker, does he run
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straight to the parent upstairs for a real answer, or act purely on

what the child at the door reported? The parent upstairs has the

actual wisdom and authority, but only gets to use it if the teenager

chooses to listen. That middle person is your soul. The parent

upstairs is your spirit. The child at the door, simply reporting

sensation without wisdom, is your body. Whoever the teenager

listens to is who runs the house that day.

Before the new birth, Scripture describes a person as existing in

only two of these three dimensions functionally: “man became a

living soul” (Genesis 2:7), a soul, housed in a body, with a spirit

present but inactive toward God, unable to receive spiritual things,

not because the unregenerate person is stubborn but because “the

natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they

are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they

are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). Before salvation, the

soul has nowhere else to look but downward, to the body and the

physical world, for its answers, and because the body is finite and

mortal, that arrangement always ends the same way. “The first man

Adam was made a living soul” (1 Corinthians 15:45), dependent on

physical life, subject to physical death. At the new birth, everything

about the architecture changes. The spirit is made alive, sealed,

indwelt by the Holy Spirit, no longer present but dormant. And now

the soul has an option it never had before: instead of only being able

to look downward to the flesh and find death, it can look upward to

the spirit and find “life and peace” (Romans 8:6). “The last Adam

was made a quickening spirit” (1 Corinthians 15:45), not merely

alive Himself, but capable of generating and distributing life to
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others from the inside, rather than depending on life from outside.

When you were born again, you were united to this Last Adam. You

are no longer defined by the first Adam’s trajectory, bound to

physical life, susceptible to physical death, but identified with the

One death has no claim on. This is why the order in 1 Thessalonians

5:23 is not incidental. God does not speak to your body first and

hope it filters upward. He speaks to your spirit, and the entire

question of your life becomes whether your soul, the teenager in the

middle, will run upstairs to what the spirit already knows, or settle

for whatever the body reported at the front door, the exact “swing

factor” a future book in this series on the mind will unpack in full

mechanical detail, but the architecture itself is already complete

right here: three genuine parts, one correct order.

After the resurrection, the disciples were gathered behind locked

doors, Scripture specifies, “for fear of the Jews” (John 20:19), a detail

worth sitting with, because it tells you the room was deliberately,

physically sealed against entry. And into that sealed room, without a

door opening, without a lock turning, “came Jesus and stood in the

midst” (v. 19). This was not a ghost or a vision; He immediately

shows them His hands and His side, and later invites Thomas to

physically touch the wounds (v. 27), a real, physical body, the same

one that had been crucified days earlier, now operating by a

different governing principle than the body they had known Him by

before the cross. This is precisely the shift 1 Corinthians 15:45 is

describing in its fullest sense: a body no longer limited by the

physical world’s normal terms, because the Spirit governing it had

become the dominant, defining reality rather than the physical laws
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the body would otherwise be subject to. You are not yet walking

through locked doors, and this chapter is not asking you to expect

that today. But the same principle, spirit governing body rather than

body dictating what’s possible to spirit, is the exact architecture Paul

is asking you to start living by now, on a smaller scale, every time

your circumstances try to report a locked door your spirit already

knows is not the final word.

Filing This Away

1. Practice naming your own architecture out loud. Say,

specifically: “I am a spirit. I have a soul. I live in a body.”

Notice which one you instinctively identify with first, and

correct it toward the actual order this week.

2. Catch the teenager mid-decision. Next time a circumstance

reports something alarming, a diagnosis, a bill, a delay, notice

the moment your soul has to choose which way to run, and

deliberately send it upstairs to what your spirit already knows

from the Word, before it settles for the front door’s report.

3. Read 1 Corinthians 15:45-49 slowly this week, and let the

phrase “quickening spirit” describe something now genuinely

true of your own inner life, not just a title for Christ alone.

Your Sworn Statement

“I am a spirit. I have a soul. I live in a body. My spirit is alive, sealed,

and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. My soul chooses today to run upward to

what my spirit knows, not downward to what my body merely reports.”
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Your Petition

Father, thank You for making my spirit alive and sealed the moment I

was born again. Train my soul to run to my spirit first, not to my body’s

report, the way a wise household listens to the one who can actually see

the whole street. Let me bear the image of the last Adam, the quickening

spirit, more each day. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 8: The Third Witness

Some believers confess healing and stay sick. Some confess

provision and stay anxious about money. It’s not because their faith

was too small. Paul names the actual mechanism almost in passing:

“This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or

three witnesses shall every word be established” (2 Corinthians

13:1). This is not a courtroom metaphor borrowed loosely for

spiritual effect. It is a law woven into how reality itself gets

established, legally and spiritually, throughout Scripture (see also

Matthew 18:16, Deuteronomy 19:15). One witness testifies to

something. A matter is not yet established, confirmed as settled fact,

until a second, or ideally a third, witness agrees. This is exactly how

a battle inside you is actually won or lost: not by which side has

better arguments, but by how many witnesses in you end up

testifying the same way.

Imagine your body develops a headache. At this point, exactly one

witness has testified: the flesh reports pain. The matter is not yet

established as a settled reality; it’s a single, unconfirmed data point.

But then your soul engages. Your reasoning agrees: “Something is

wrong with me.” Your emotions amplify it: worry, irritation, a

mental spiral about what it might mean. Now two witnesses have

testified to the same thing, body and soul, and the headache has just
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been legally, spiritually established as your reality, not merely a

passing sensation. Before the soul agreed: your flesh had a headache.

After the soul agreed: you have a headache. Scale the exact same

mechanism up to something far more serious, and the stakes

become obvious. A diagnosis arrives, incurable, stage four. That is

one witness, the body’s report, received through medical

instruments and a doctor’s voice. But then the soul engages:

children are called, plans are made for the worst, emotions flood in,

the will quietly starts making peace with debts and relationships as

though the ending were already settled. That is a second witness,

and the matter has just moved from “one alarming report” to

“established fact” in the soul’s own courtroom. Tragically, Scripture

shows this contest can go one step further still: even the spirit can

eventually be dragged along, finding comforting verses about going

home to be with the Lord, reframing death as gain rather than

fighting for life. Three witnesses, now, and the battle is over before a

real fight ever began.

This is exactly where the difference between genuine and feigned

faith becomes a matter of eternal consequence rather than a fine

theological point. Feigned faith is the person who shouts “I am

healed!” in a service while the soul is privately still gripped with

fear, the mouth speaking one testimony, the soul quietly agreeing

with the flesh’s opposite testimony. Two witnesses against one. The

flesh wins, regardless of how loud or sincere the mouth’s confession

was. Faith unfeigned (1 Timothy 1:5) is the opposite arrangement

entirely: spirit, soul, and mouth all testifying the same thing, at the

same time. Three witnesses aligned with heaven. The matter is
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established in your favor, and the flesh, however loudly it protests,

stands outvoted. So how does a soul actually move from testifying

with the flesh to testifying with the spirit? James names the

mechanism precisely: not “the word merely heard,” but “the

engrafted word” (James 1:21), the word that has gone past the ears,

past casual intellectual agreement, and taken root at the level of the

spirit, planted deeply enough that the soul has something more

substantial to lean on than a passing emotion. And the proof that a

word has actually been engrafted, rather than merely heard, is

always revealed under pressure: “be ye doers of the word, and not

hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (James 1:22). A man who

only hears is compared, a few verses later, to someone who glances

in a mirror and immediately forgets what he looked like (vv. 23-24),

no settled self-knowledge, nothing solid to return to under pressure.

A word that has actually been planted produces a soul that does not

flinch when the diagnosis, or the bank statement, or the bad report

arrives, not because the soul is in denial about what the body

reported, but because it has a more compelling, more established

second witness already available: the spirit, testifying from the

Word, which only works because of what Book 2 in this series

already established about faith: a rhema word, genuinely planted in

the spirit, is precisely what gives the soul a real testimony to agree

with instead of the flesh’s.

When the twelve spies returned from scouting the land of Canaan,

every single one of them agreed on the same physical facts: the land

truly did flow with milk and honey, and the cities were genuinely

fortified, and the inhabitants were genuinely large, “we saw the
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giants, the sons of Anak” (Numbers 13:33). One witness, agreed

upon by all twelve: an accurate physical report. But ten of the spies

did not stop at reporting. They let their souls testify alongside the

report: “We be not able to go up against the people; for they are

stronger than we… we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so

we were in their sight” (Numbers 13:31, 33). The soul did not

merely receive the report; it agreed with it emotionally and

volitionally, adding a second witness. That night, “all the

congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept”

(Numbers 14:1), a third witness, spreading to an entire nation’s

collective soul. Caleb and Joshua saw the exact same fortified cities

and the exact same giants. The physical witness was identical for all

twelve men. But their souls testified differently: “Let us go up at

once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it” (Numbers

13:30), because underneath it stood a spirit still holding onto an

actual word from God: “the land, which we passed through to search

it, is an exceeding good land… a land which floweth with milk and

honey” (Numbers 14:7-8), a land God had already named as given.

Two men, one nation’s worth of physical evidence, and two entirely

different verdicts established, because the second witness came

from two different sources. The ten who agreed with their eyes

wandered the wilderness for forty years and died there. Caleb and

Joshua, decades later, walked into the very land they had once stood

in front of, still testifying the same thing they’d testified the first

time.
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Filing This Away

1. Catch your own headache moment this week. Notice the

exact instant your soul moves from receiving a report to

agreeing with it. Practice pausing in that gap before the

second witness is given.

2. Audit your confession for feigned faith. Pick one thing

you’ve been confessing out loud, and ask honestly: does my

soul privately agree with this, or is my mouth carrying a

testimony my emotions haven’t actually signed onto yet?

3. Get one word engrafted, not just heard, this week. Choose

a specific promise relevant to your current situation, and

meditate on it, speak it, turn it over, act on it, until it stops

being information you’ve heard and becomes something your

soul would testify under real pressure.

Your Sworn Statement

“My soul agrees with my spirit, not with my flesh. I refuse to give a

second witness to fear, sickness, or lack. Spirit, soul, and mouth testify

the same thing, and the matter is established in my favor, two and three

witnesses, aligned with heaven.”

Your Petition

Father, thank You for planting Your word deep enough in my spirit that

my soul has something solid to agree with. Where I have given a second

witness to fear instead of faith, forgive me, and retrain my soul the way
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Caleb’s was trained, to testify to the promise, not merely the report. In

Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 9: Bought, Not Earned

A person can have a title, a salary, an office, and a promotion, and

still be legally classified as a slave. Paul makes the jurisdictional

claim in one sentence: “Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the

servants of men” (1 Corinthians 7:23), and then draws the line

between the two categories precisely: “the heir, as long as he is a

child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all…

Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then

an heir of God through Christ” (Galatians 4:1, 7). Two Greek words

carry the whole weight of this chapter: δοῦλος (doulos, bond-slave)

and υἱός (huios, son). A doulos has no independent legal standing;

his labor, his time, and often his very body belong to another, and a

doulos who works hard or is even promoted within a household is

still, legally, a doulos. A huios stands in an entirely different legal

category: not measured by output, but by relationship, an heir by

nature of who his father is, regardless of how much or little he has

yet produced. Galatians 4:1 makes the trap explicit, a child heir,

before he comes of age, “differeth nothing from a servant, though he

be lord of all,” meaning the categories can look identical from the

outside while being, legally, worlds apart. Picture two employees at

the same company, doing visibly identical work at identical desks.

One is a contractor, paid strictly per hour, with no ownership stake

and nothing beyond that hour’s wage waiting for him no matter how
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well he performs. The other is the founder’s own child, working the

exact same hours at the exact same desk, but already named in the

will, already carrying a claim on the whole company regardless of

this week’s performance review. From the outside, on any given

Tuesday, you cannot tell them apart. But one of them is working for

a wage that ends the moment the clock stops. The other is working

from an inheritance that was never actually at stake to begin with.

The record names several ways an actual, physical slave in the

ancient world could come to be one: captured in war or trade

(Ezekiel 27:13), born into it as the child of an existing slave

(Jeremiah 2:14), sold into it through unpaid debt (2 Kings 4:1), or

entered into voluntarily out of poverty, when free status still meant

faring worse than someone else’s slave. None of those origin stories

describe you. “Ye are bought with a price” describes something else

entirely: not captured, not born into bondage, not sold for a debt

you couldn’t pay, but purchased, deliberately, at a cost someone else

chose to pay specifically to get you out. And yet Scripture is honest

that a purchased son can still function like an unpurchased slave,

simply through ignorance of the record. A person can tithe

faithfully, serve tirelessly, and love God sincerely, and still be

operating under a slave’s actual assumptions: that provision is scarce

and must be extracted through labor, that rest is a risk rather than a

right, that your worth is only as secure as your last measurable

output. Isaiah describes God’s stated intention for His own instead:

“they shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and

another eat… they shall not labour in vain” (Isaiah 65:22-23). A

slave’s labor is regularly disconnected from a slave’s reward;
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someone else eats what he plants, someone else inhabits what he

builds. A son’s labor and a son’s inheritance were never meant to be

split apart that way. The remedy Galatians 4 names is not more

effort. It is recognition: “God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son

into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father” (Galatians 4:6), the same

intimate address a small child uses, not the formal, distant language

a hired servant would use toward an employer. The moment that cry

becomes genuinely yours, the entire operating system underneath

your work changes, even if the visible work looks identical from the

outside, and that change of category, not merely a change of effort,

is exactly the ground a future book in this series on provision and

stewardship will build on: a slave manages scarcity, a son stewards

abundance that already belongs to him.

Joseph is sold into Egypt by his own brothers and purchased into

the household of Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh (Genesis 37:36). By

any legal definition available in that world, Joseph is now, simply

and completely, a slave, property, without independent standing.

And yet Scripture records something remarkable happening almost

immediately: “his master saw that the Lord was with him… and he

made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into

his hand” (Genesis 39:3-4). Joseph is promoted, trusted, given real

authority over an entire household’s affairs. From the outside, this

looks like advancement. It is worth being honest about what it

actually was: Joseph had become the most senior slave in the house.

Still a slave. Simply a more trusted one. The same pattern repeats

after Joseph is falsely accused and imprisoned: “the keeper of the

prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that were in the
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prison… because the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the

Lord made it to prosper” (Genesis 39:22-23). Promoted again, this

time within a prison. What actually changed Joseph’s category was

not a promotion at all. It was Pharaoh’s own decree, years later:

“Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all

my people be ruled… See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt”

(Genesis 41:40-41). That was not an appointment within slavery.

That was an entirely new legal standing, granted by the one man in

Egypt with the authority to grant it, the same way your own change

of standing was never a promotion you earned inside the old

system, but a new status granted entirely by the One with the

authority to grant it.

Filing This Away

1. Audit your own assumptions about provision. This week,

notice one place you’re operating on a slave’s scarcity logic “I

have to extract this through labor or it won’t come” and

consciously replace it with a son’s inheritance logic instead.

2. Practice the intimate cry, not the formal request. In prayer

this week, notice whether you’re approaching God like a hired

servant negotiating terms, or a child saying “Abba.” Choose

the second, deliberately, even if it feels unfamiliar.

3. Separate promotion from status. Name one “promotion” in

your own life you’ve mistaken for a change in your

fundamental standing. Ask what your actual status is,
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according to what God has already declared, not what your

circumstances have merely upgraded.

Your Sworn Statement

“I am not a servant, but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through

Christ. I was bought with a price, and I do not labor from scarcity,

negotiating for a wage. I labor from an inheritance that was never

actually in doubt.”

Your Petition

Father, thank You for sending the Spirit of Your Son into my heart,

crying Abba, Father. Where I have been operating like a slave, even a

trusted, promoted one, under assumptions of scarcity rather than

inheritance, retrain me. Let my labor come from sonship, not from fear

of an empty hand. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 10: Not Of This World

Every legal record specifies jurisdiction, which system of law

actually has authority over the person named in it. John makes an

unusual jurisdictional claim: “And we know that we are of God, and

the whole world lieth in wickedness” (1 John 5:19). “World” here

translates κόσμος (kosmos), not the physical planet, but the

organized system of values, priorities, and authority that runs in

opposition to God. John’s claim is jurisdictional, not geographic: you

continue to walk on the same physical ground as everyone else, but

you are no longer under the kosmos’s legal authority, not subject, by

default, to its diseases, its curses, its limitations, the way a foreign

diplomat carries immunity from a host country’s ordinary laws

while still walking its streets. Think of a diplomat posted to a

foreign embassy. He eats the local food, drives the local roads, is

fully present in that country day after day, and yet he is not actually

under that country’s jurisdiction. If he commits what would

ordinarily be an offense, the host country cannot simply prosecute

him under its own laws; his legal standing belongs to the nation that

sent him, not the nation he’s currently standing in. He is in the

country. He is not of it, in the legal sense that matters.
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This jurisdictional claim would be an empty boast without

something backing it, a treaty, a legal basis, an actual transfer of

standing. Paul supplies exactly that: “Christ Jesus, who of God is

made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and

redemption” (1 Corinthians 1:30). Notice the structure of that

sentence. It does not say Christ will eventually grant you wisdom if

you ask sincerely enough, or that righteousness is a status you’re still

working toward. It says Christ Himself has already been made these

things unto you, present tense, already accomplished. You do not

lack wisdom and hope to acquire some; you carry, in Christ, the very

wisdom of God. You are not attempting to become righteous

through performance; Christ is, right now, your righteousness. This

is the treaty behind the diplomatic immunity, not a technicality, but

an actual legal transfer, already complete. It is why Jesus could say of

His own disciples, in the middle of very real danger, “I have given

them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not

of the world, even as I am not of the world” (John 17:14). They

remained fully present in a hostile jurisdiction. They were never, for

a moment, without an actual legal claim of protection inside it, a

claim the kosmos could resent and even attack, but never

legitimately overturn, and a future book in this series on wealth and

stewardship will stand entirely on this same ground, since a

diplomat does not source his provision from the host country’s

economy the way its own citizens must.

After leading the Ethiopian eunuch to Christ beside a desert road,

Philip experiences something that reads, on the page, like a

jurisdictional glitch in the physical world’s usual rules: “when they



55

were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away

Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more… But Philip was found at

Azotus” (Acts 8:39-40), a coastal town roughly twenty miles away.

Philip was an ordinary man, born of ordinary parents, who ate food

and breathed air like anyone else standing beside that road. And yet

the physical world’s normal transportation rules, the ones that

would require twenty miles to be walked or ridden, simply did not

have jurisdiction over him in that moment. Consider the same

principle at work later, when Paul, shipwrecked on Malta and

gathering firewood, has a viper fasten itself onto his hand as he lays

sticks on a fire (Acts 28:3). The islanders watching expected exactly

what the kosmos’s ordinary rules would predict: a man bitten by a

venomous snake swells up and dies (v. 6). Paul “shook off the beast

into the fire, and felt no harm” (v. 5), not because he was somehow

immune to venom in general, but because, in that moment, the

ordinary jurisdiction that governs what a viper’s bite does to a body

simply did not have final authority over the man standing there. The

islanders, watching a death that never came, changed their minds

and said he was a god (v. 6), missing the real explanation by only one

category: not a god, but a man legally standing outside the kosmos’s

ordinary jurisdiction, carrying an actual, treaty-backed claim that

the physical world’s usual rules could not overturn.

Neither Philip nor Paul negotiated with the kosmos for that

exception. Neither of them stood on the shore of Malta or the road

to Azotus arguing their case, pleading, or working up enough faith

to earn an exemption from what venom and distance normally do to

a human body. The jurisdiction had already been settled before
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either man ever needed it exercised, the same treaty 1 Corinthians

1:30 already named, simply showing up under pressure rather than

sitting quietly as a doctrine on a page. That is the whole point of this

chapter’s claim: you are not trying to talk your way out from under

the world’s ordinary rule over sickness, lack, and fear. You are living,

day by day, inside a standing that was already granted, whether or

not the moment ever arrives that makes it as visible as a viper

falling harmlessly into a fire.

Filing This Away

1. Name one place you’ve been assuming the world’s ordinary

jurisdiction still governs you: a diagnosis, a financial

pattern, a besetting weakness you’ve treated as simply how

things are for someone like you. Reconsider it as a claim

you’re not actually bound by.

2. Practice the diplomat’s posture this week. Stay fully

present and engaged where you are, at work, in your

neighborhood, while consciously remembering your actual

standing belongs to a different Kingdom. Let it change how

anxious you get about the kosmos’s usual threats.

3. Speak 1 Corinthians 1:30 over one specific lack. If you feel

short on wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, or redemption

in a particular situation this week, declare the verse

specifically over that situation rather than treating the

shortage as permanent.
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Your Sworn Statement

“I am in the world, but I am not of it. Christ has been made unto me

wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, already, not

eventually. The world’s ordinary jurisdiction over sickness, lack, and

fear does not have final authority over what has already been legally

transferred to me in Him.”

Your Petition

Father, thank You that my standing belongs to Your Kingdom, not to the

world’s ordinary jurisdiction. Where I have been assuming the world’s

rules must govern me by default, open my eyes to the treaty already in

place, Christ made unto me wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and

redemption. Let me walk fully present in this world, and fully free of its

claim on me. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 11: As A Man Thinketh

A record is usually written after the fact, describing something that

already happened. Genesis 11 does something stranger: it shows

God treating a thing as finished the moment it was only imagined

and spoken. “And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower,

whose top may reach unto heaven… And the Lord came down to see

the city and the tower, which the children of men builded” (Genesis

11:4-5). Read that carefully in the original tense: God came down to

see the city and tower “which the children of men builded,” the

completed, finished action, not “were building” or “had begun to

build.” Scholars of the Hebrew note the verb describes a finished

state. At the point God comes down to look, the historical record

shows a people who had barely begun construction, and yet the text

describes God inspecting something already built. The gap between

those two facts is the entire subject of this chapter: in the realm

Scripture is describing, the moment a thing is genuinely imagined,

purposed, and spoken, it registers as already accomplished, long

before the visible world finishes catching up. Think about an

architect’s finished blueprint, filed and approved, for a building

whose actual construction hasn’t broken ground yet. To a bank

considering the loan, to a city inspector reviewing permits, the

building already exists in every way that matters for their purposes,

dimensions decided, materials specified, the whole structure
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complete on paper. The bulldozers haven’t arrived yet. That doesn’t

make the blueprint less real; it makes the physical site the one part

of the picture still catching up to a plan that is, in every sense a plan

can be, already finished. Genesis 11 describes exactly this kind of

“already finished” reality, except the builders at Babel had filed their

blueprint with rebellion instead of purpose, and what God came

down to address was the blueprint itself, not merely the bricks.

Notice what actually alarmed God about Babel, since it clarifies what

this principle is not. It was never that a large building project was

inherently dangerous. It was the specific content of what had been

imagined and declared: “let us make us a name, lest we be scattered

abroad upon the face of the whole earth” (v. 4), a unified humanity,

deliberately organizing itself around its own name and its own

reach toward heaven, apart from God entirely. And God’s own

comment on the danger is unusually direct: “this they begin to do:

and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have

imagined to do” (v. 6). Nothing will be restrained from them, not

because human beings are inherently unstoppable, but because

imagination, purposed and spoken together, is genuinely that

powerful a mechanism, powerful enough that God Himself

intervened rather than let a rebellious blueprint run its course to

physical completion. This is precisely why the mind requires

deliberate renewal rather than passive drifting: whatever gets

genuinely imagined, purposed, and spoken by a person eventually

presses toward becoming, the same mechanism whether the content

is rebellion or redemption. Scripture’s own proverb states the

principle as a fixed law of a person’s inner life, not a suggestion: “as
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he thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7), not a promise

about optimism producing good outcomes, but a description of how

the inner architecture of imagination, purpose, and declared word

actually functions, for a tower builder at Babel exactly as much as for

a believer whose thoughts and words are finally being brought into

agreement with what God has already said. And this is exactly where

Revelation 1:6 becomes more than a title to admire from a distance:

God “hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father”

(Revelation 1:6). A king’s declared word carries authority in the

realm he governs. A priest carries access into the presence of God on

behalf of others. Put those two offices together, and you are not

merely a person hoping something might happen; you are someone

whose imagined, purposed, spoken word carries actual kingly

authority, backed by actual priestly access to the One who granted

it. The builders at Babel had access to this same mechanism and no

legitimate authority behind it. You have been granted both, the

same mechanism a future book in this series on hearing God’s voice

and prophetic declaration will unpack further, but the underlying

principle is already proven right here at Babel: imagination plus

purpose plus declared word presses toward completion, for good or

for rebellion.

Return to the builders themselves for a moment, because their story

is not only a warning about ambition, it is proof, delivered by God’s

own mouth, that a united people speaking one language toward one

purpose is a genuinely formidable force, formidable enough to

require direct divine intervention rather than natural collapse. “The

Lord did there confound the language of all the earth… and from
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thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the

earth” (Genesis 11:9). God did not send an army. He did not topple

the tower with a storm. He changed what they could imagine and

declare together, and the entire project dissolved on its own the

moment shared purposed speech was removed. The mechanism

itself was never in question. Only its direction was corrected.

Contrast this with Pentecost, centuries later, where the same

mechanism runs in the opposite direction: “there appeared unto

them cloven tongues like as of fire… and they were all filled with the

Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues” (Acts 2:3-4),

and on that single day, three thousand souls were added to a

fledgling church (v. 41). Where Babel scattered a people through

confused language pursuing rebellion, Pentecost gathered and

multiplied a people through Spirit-given language pursuing God’s

own purpose. Same mechanism, imagined, purposed, spoken word

producing real, historical effect, running in the direction it was

always meant to run.

Filing This Away

1. Audit what you’ve been imagining and declaring together

with others. Name one shared conversation, plan, or

ambition in your life currently oriented, even subtly, around

making your own name rather than God’s purpose. Redirect it

specifically this week.

2. Practice speaking as a king-priest, not a wisher. Choose

one situation where you’ve only been hoping quietly, and
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instead purpose it and speak it out loud, deliberately, the way

Genesis 11 shows imagined-and-spoken things pressing

toward completion.

3. Read Proverbs 23:7 and Revelation 1:6 together this week,

and let the second verse answer the first: the reason “as he

thinketh, so is he” is safe for you to walk in fully is that your

thinking is meant to be governed by kingly and priestly

access to God, not left to run on its own.

Your Sworn Statement

“I have been made a king and a priest unto God. What I genuinely

imagine, purpose, and declare in agreement with His word carries real

authority, not because I am powerful in myself, but because He has

granted both the office and the access. I direct that power toward His

purpose, not my own name.”

Your Petition

Father, thank You for making me a king and a priest, with real

authority in my declared word and real access into Your presence.

Where I have imagined and spoken things that served my own name

rather than Your purpose, realign my heart. Teach me to speak the way

Pentecost spoke, not the way Babel spoke. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Chapter 12: The Record Now
Reads

Every file this book has opened has been describing the same

underlying case from a different angle. It’s time to close the folder

and read the summary page, the one that states, in a single line,

what the entire record now says about you. “For ye are dead, and

your life is hid with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). “Hid” here

translates κέκρυπται (kekryptai), a perfect tense verb, describing an

action completed in the past with a result that continues, unbroken,

into the present. Not “your life is being hidden, gradually, as you

make progress.” Your life has been hidden, and remains hidden, in a

completed, settled state. The record is not still being drafted. It has

already been filed, sealed, and placed somewhere the kosmos’s

ordinary jurisdiction, named back in Chapter 10, has no access to.

Think of a document placed inside a bank’s safety deposit box, the

key held by someone else entirely. The document does not need to

keep proving its own safety day after day; it simply exists, secured,

inside something more permanent and more protected than itself.

Colossians 3:3 says exactly this about you: not that your life needs

to be defended and re-secured constantly through your own effort,
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but that it has already been placed inside Christ Himself, hidden in

God, with the record permanently closed to any authority that

would try to reopen the case.

Walk back through this book’s whole file, and notice it has been

building toward exactly this single summary line the entire time.

Chapter 1 showed you the original blueprint, built for authority,

built to represent, before anything corrupted the design. Chapters 2

through 5 showed you the demolition and reconstruction: the old

man, flesh and fallen self both, genuinely crucified, not merely

disciplined, and a new man genuinely put on in the space that death

left behind. Chapter 6 named what kind of thing that new man

actually is, not an improved version of the old file, but kainos, a

category that did not exist in you before. Chapters 7 and 8 opened

the internal architecture, spirit, soul, body, in the right order, and

the law of witnesses governing which testimony actually wins the

daily case inside you. Chapters 9 through 11 settled your standing

before every remaining authority that might try to claim

jurisdiction over you: not a slave but a son, not of the world’s kosmos

but of a different Kingdom, and carrying real, kingly, priestly

authority in what you imagine, purpose, and declare. Every one of

those files is really the same file, examined from a different angle,

and Colossians 3:3 is where they all converge: dead, in exactly the

sense Chapter 2 already established, the old man’s case permanently

closed. Hid with Christ in God, not merely forgiven, but relocated

entirely, filed inside a location the old jurisdiction cannot subpoena.

This is why “old things are passed away” can sit in the same breath

as “all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17), not a slow
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renovation still underway, but a record that has already, completely,

been replaced. None of this was ever meant to remain information

you simply know about yourself. Every chapter’s declaration existed

to move each piece of this record from a fact you’d read into a truth

your soul actually agrees with, which is, not coincidentally, the exact

mechanism Chapter 8 already named as the law of witnesses. A

record you only know is one witness. A record your soul has actually

taken hold of, agreed with, and started living from is two, and two

witnesses, Scripture says, is enough to establish a matter as settled.

There is one scene in Scripture that shows what it looks like when a

person’s entire recorded identity changes in a single encounter,

without a single visible circumstance around him changing first.

Saul of Tarsus is traveling to Damascus with letters authorizing him

to arrest and imprison Christians (Acts 9:1-2), by any legal record

available at that moment, a persecutor, respected, credentialed,

operating entirely within his own understanding of righteous zeal. A

light from heaven interrupts the journey, a voice speaks his name,

and three days later, a man named Ananias, understandably

terrified, having heard exactly what this visitor’s reputation was, is

instructed by God to go and lay hands on him anyway: “he is a

chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name” (Acts 9:15). Notice what

had not yet changed by the time God spoke that sentence to

Ananias: Saul was still blind, still fasting, still sitting in the same

house, still carrying the same reputation the whole city had reason

to fear. Every visible fact about him remained exactly as it had been

three days earlier. And yet the record God was already reading over

him described a chosen vessel, a name-bearer, an apostle to the
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Gentiles, a file completely rewritten before a single visible

circumstance had caught up to it. That is precisely the claim this

entire book has been making about the record now filed on you: not

a future project still pending confirmation, but a case already,

completely closed, waiting only for your own soul to agree with what

has already been decided, and that relationship, not merely what

happened to you but who God actually is, is where this series turns

next, in Book 5: Knowing God, Father, Son, and Christ.

Filing This Away

1. Read this book’s twelve declarations in one sitting. Go

back through each chapter’s “Sworn Statement” and say them

out loud, one after another, letting the whole file land as a

single, unified record rather than twelve separate points.

2. Name the one file that still feels unsettled. Of everything

this book opened, the old man’s death, the new creature’s

category, the spirit-soul-body order, sonship, jurisdiction,

kingly authority, which one has your soul not yet fully agreed

with? Return to that chapter this week and stay there until it

does.

3. Carry one sentence into Book 5. Write down the single

truth from this book that has changed the most about how

you see yourself, and keep it visible as you move into the next

book’s subject: who God actually is.
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Your Sworn Statement

“I am dead, and my life is hid with Christ in God, not gradually, not

partially, but completely and already. I am a new creature. Old things

have passed away. All things have become new. This record is closed,

and I live from it, not toward it.”

Your Petition

Father, thank You that my life is already hidden with Christ in You, a

finished record, not a pending case. For everything in this book my soul

has not yet fully agreed with, bring the second witness, until every part

of me testifies the same thing my spirit already knows. Thank You for

showing me who I am. Now show me who You are. In Jesus’s name,

Amen.

·  ·  ·

This concludes Identity in Christ & New Creation. If this book has done

its work, you no longer read your own life as a case still being argued,

but as a record already settled, and you are ready for what that record

has been quietly resting on the whole time: the character of the God who

wrote it. That is Book 5, Knowing God: Father, Son & Christ.

·  ·  ·
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Appendix: Glossary of Greek &
Hebrew Words

Every original-language word unpacked in this book, gathered here

for reference.

Tselem (Hebrew) “Image” (Genesis 1:26). A representative ,צֶלֶם

image, like a statue set up to carry a king’s authority in a province he

could not personally visit. Chapter 1.

,Demuth (Hebrew) “Likeness” (Genesis 1:26). Resemblance ,דְּמוּת

correspondence, functioning the way the original functions, not

merely looking like it. Chapter 1.

παλαιὸς ἄνθρωπος, Palaios Anthrō pos (Greek) “Old man”

(Romans 6:6). Not merely former behavior, a whole prior identity,

crucified rather than reformed. Chapter 2.

ἐπιθυμία, Epithymia (Greek, G1939) “Lust” (Galatians 5:16).

Strong desire or appetite, neutral in itself, the flesh’s danger is not

the appetite but who is allowed to steer it. Chapter 3.

ילֵל ,Helel (Hebrew) “Lucifer” (Isaiah 14:12). Shining one, day star ,הֵ

a name describing original glory, not inherent evil. Chapter 4.
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ἀποτίθημι, Apotithē mi (Greek) “Put off” (Ephesians 4:22). To take

off and lay aside, like a garment no longer needed. Chapter 5.

ἐνδύω, Endyō  (Greek) “Put on” (Ephesians 4:24). To sink fully into,

to be clothed in, the same word used for a soldier putting on armor.

Chapter 5.

καινὴ  κτίσις, Kainē  Ktisis (Greek) “New creature” (2 Corinthians

5:17). New in kind (kainos), not merely new in time (neos), a category

that did not exist before. Chapter 6.

ποίημα, Poiē ma (Greek) “Workmanship” (Ephesians 2:10). A

crafted work made with deliberate artistry, the root of the English

word “poem.” Chapter 6.

ἔργον, Ergon (Greek, G2041) “Works” (Ephesians 2:10). Business,

product, the fruit of labor by hand or mind. Chapter 6.

πνεῦμα, Pneuma (Greek) “Spirit” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). The part

of you built to interface directly with God; made alive and sealed at

the new birth. Chapter 7.

ψυχή, Psychē  (Greek) “Soul” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). The seat of

mind, will, and emotion, the swing factor able to agree with spirit or

with flesh. Chapter 7.

σῶμα, Sō ma (Greek) “Body” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). The interface

with the physical world, receptive and expressive, but never

reasoning on its own. Chapter 7.
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κόσμος, Kosmos (Greek, G2889) “World” (1 John 5:19). Not the

physical planet, but the organized system opposed to God, a

jurisdiction, not a location. Chapter 10.

δοῦλος, Doulos (Greek) “Servant” / “bond-slave” (1 Corinthians

7:23). No independent legal standing, measured entirely by output

and ownership. Chapter 9.

υἱός, Huios (Greek) “Son” (Galatians 4:7). Standing by relationship

and inheritance, not by output, a category, not a performance

review. Chapter 9.

κέκρυπται, Kekryptai (Greek) “Is hid” (Colossians 3:3). Perfect

tense: an action completed in the past whose result continues,

unbroken, into the present. Chapter 12.


