


Blessed to Be a Blessing

Wealth, Provision, and the Discipline of a Good Steward

Developed from the sermons and teachings of Apostle Grace Lubega

T H E  S H E L F  ·  F R E E L Y . TA P I N U G . C O M

Free to read, keep and share.



3

Contents

Before We Begin: The Foundation of Salvation

A Birthright Sold for Bread

Paneled Houses, Unfinished Temple

Faithful in What Was Never Yours

Everything I Built, and It Was Vapor

Two Small Coins, Entirely Given

A Barrel That Did Not Waste

Unstable as Water

Bread That Does Not Perish

The Barns He Never Filled

The Field He Did Not Have to Sell

Five Loaves Going Somewhere

Blessed to Be a Blessing

Appendix: Glossary of Greek & Hebrew Words



4

Before We Begin: The
Foundation of Salvation

Every chapter in this book asks a version of the same question: what

will you do with what you have been given? None of that question

can even be asked honestly until something has actually been

received in the first place, and this page exists to make sure that

first, foundational gift is not assumed past.

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:

it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV)

Word Study

The Greek word behind “saved” is σῴζω (sō zō , Strong’s G4982).

This same word is also the word the New Testament uses for healed

(Matthew 9:22), delivered (2 Timothy 4:17-18), and preserved

(Acts 27:20). It is not four different words that happen to look alike.

It is one word, used for four different things, because in God’s mind,

they are one gift.
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Here is what that means in plain terms. The moment you were

saved, healing, deliverance, and safekeeping were not separate

accounts you would have to fund later, through your own effort.

They were deposited together, in full, on the same day.

Plain Explanation

Every chapter in this book asks what a person does with a gift

already placed in their hands, a portion, an inheritance, a small

amount that could be scattered or hoarded. None of that

stewardship question makes sense for someone who has not yet

actually received anything. Sō zō  is the first, foundational deposit this

entire book assumes. It did not simply forgive you and leave you to

accumulate the rest of your standing with God through your own

labor. It placed something real into an account that had nothing in it

before.

Zacchaeus is the Bible’s own picture of a man who understood, the

instant something was given him, exactly what stewardship of it

looked like. The moment Jesus said, “This day is salvation come to

this house” (Luke 19:9), Zacchaeus did not wait to see what else

might come. He immediately gave half his goods to the poor and

repaid everyone he had wronged fourfold, the response of someone

who had just recognized what a genuine deposit actually obligates

the steward to do with it.
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How This Fits This Book

Every chapter ahead is a study in what someone did with what they

were given, well or poorly, faithfully or carelessly. None of it can be

evaluated honestly by someone who has not yet received the one

gift every other stewardship question depends on. This is not a book

about acquiring more. It is a book about what a person who has

already been given something does with it next.

The Word

Scripture is specific about how this first happens:

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt

believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou

shalt be saved.” Romans 10:9 (KJV)

Two things, done together: believe it in your heart, say it with your

mouth. If you have never said this and meant it, say it now, before

you read any further:

“I confess with my mouth that Jesus is Lord, and I believe in my heart

that God raised Him from the dead. I am saved.”

Stewarding It Well

1. Say the confession above out loud, today: not silently in

your head. Romans 10:9 specifically names the mouth, not

just the heart.
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2. Notice one place where you have been waiting to receive

more before you consider yourself a steward of anything.

Something real was already placed in your account the day

you were saved.

3. Say it plainly to yourself once: “I am already a steward, not a

beggar waiting for a first deposit. Every chapter in this book

is teaching me what to do with what I already have.”

For the full, deeper treatment of what salvation accomplished in you, see

Book 1 in this series, on Grace, Salvation & Righteousness.

·  ·  ·
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A Birthright Sold for Bread

A hungry man traded away something he could never get back for

something he could have had again in an hour. The whole exchange

happens so fast that the Bible tells it in just a few short verses.

“And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was

faint: And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same

red pottage; for I am faint… And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy

birthright. And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what

profit shall this birthright do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me

this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto

Jacob.” Genesis 25:29-33 (KJV)

Esau was genuinely hungry. He had been out in the field working,

and he came home wanting food, the way anyone would. There is

nothing wrong with that part. The trouble starts with what Jacob

asks in return: not a favor, not a small thing, but Esau’s entire

birthright.

The Hebrew word for “birthright” is בְּכוֹרָה (bekorah). As the

firstborn son, Esau was set to receive a double share of everything

his father owned, twice as much as any of his brothers, along with

leadership of the whole family line God had promised to Abraham.
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This was not a small privilege he was giving up. It was his entire

future, traded for a single bowl of stew he could have gotten some

other way if he had just waited a little longer.

The Bible does not soften what happened: “Thus Esau despised his

birthright” (v. 34). Not just lost it by accident. Despised it, treated

something that would last for generations as though it were worth

less than one meal, simply because the meal was right in front of

him and the birthright was not.

The story does not end there. Later, when it comes time for their

father Isaac to give the formal blessing, Jacob tricks Isaac into giving

it to him instead of Esau (Genesis 27:1-29). When Esau finds out,

his reaction is heartbreaking:

“And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great

and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me

also, O my father… And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept.” Genesis

27:34, 38 (KJV)

His tears were real. His wish to undo the trade was real. None of that

could bring the birthright back, because it had already been given

away, freely, years earlier, by his own choice. The book of Hebrews

later uses this exact story as a warning:
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“Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one

morsel of meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that afterward,

when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he

found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with

tears.” Hebrews 12:16-17 (KJV)

Notice what this says. It does not say Esau failed to feel sorry. It says

his tears, however real, could not undo what he had already done.

That is the whole point of the warning.

This is worth sitting with, because Esau’s real failure was never his

hunger. Hunger is not a sin. His failure was putting something

permanent on the same scale as something temporary, and deciding

the temporary thing weighed more, just because it was the thing

right in front of him. Jacob’s methods were not honest, and

Scripture does not praise him for them. But the actual decision, the

one that could never be undone, belonged to Esau alone.

Stewarding It Well

1. Name one place in your life right now where something

urgent is pressuring you to give up something permanent.

Say the trade out loud before you make it.

2. Ask whether your current need actually requires that

trade. Esau’s hunger was real, but there was bread somewhere

else. There almost always is.

3. Remember that tears asked for later cannot always undo a

choice made willingly now. If you are facing a decision like
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Esau’s, let that truth weigh in before the decision is made, not

after.

The Portion Declared:

“I will not trade what is permanent for what is only urgent. What God

has given me to carry into the future is worth more than any single

moment’s hunger. I will meet my need without giving away what I

cannot get back.”

Returned to the Giver:

Father, give me the wisdom Esau did not have in his hungriest moment.

Help me see past what feels urgent right now to what actually matters

for the long road ahead. Where I am being tempted to trade something

lasting for something merely convenient, stop me before I make the

trade. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Paneled Houses, Unfinished
Temple

A whole community finished decorating their own homes while

God’s house sat as a pile of rubble for sixteen years, and nobody

seemed to have decided that on purpose. It just happened, one small

choice at a time. The prophet God sent to confront them did not

just tell them to obey. He pointed to something in their own bank

accounts they had never connected to the real cause.

The people in the book of Haggai were not rebels. They were the

Jews who had come back from exile in Babylon specifically to

rebuild God’s temple. The work had started, then stalled. Their

excuse sounded reasonable enough:

“This people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD’s

house should be built.” Haggai 1:2 (KJV)

God’s answer goes straight for the real issue:

“Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house

lie waste?” Haggai 1:4 (KJV)
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The word for “cieled” here is the Hebrew פוּן it means ,(sepun) סָ

paneled, finished with nice wood on the inside. That is not

something you do to a house you are struggling to survive in. That is

something you do once the basics are covered and you have moved

on to comfort. These people had found the time and money to finish

decorating their own homes, while the temple they had come back

specifically to rebuild sat exactly as the enemy had left it.

Then God names the actual cost of getting the order backward:

“Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not

enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but

there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put

it into a bag with holes.” Haggai 1:6 (KJV)

Read that slowly. Working hard. Earning real money. And somehow

never quite having enough to show for it, like carrying water in a

bag full of small holes. God says this was not bad luck. It was Him,

on purpose:

“Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it

home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of

mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house.”

Haggai 1:9 (KJV)

Everyone was running to their own house. Nobody was running to

His. So He let their earnings shrink, on purpose, until they noticed.

Here is what happened once they actually listened:
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“Then Zerubbabel… and Joshua… with all the remnant of the people,

obeyed the voice of the LORD their God… and they came and did

work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God.” Haggai 1:12, 14

(KJV)

Nothing extra appeared from outside. No sudden windfall made the

rebuilding easier. The same people, with the same limited money

that had not been enough for sixteen years, simply changed their

order of priority and got to work. And from that point on in the

book, the leaking stops.

This is not a message against having nice things. Nobody is told to

stop improving their own home. It is a message about order. A house

finished and comfortable while what God specifically asked for sits

waiting, year after year, under the excuse that “the time is not right

yet” that is the actual leak in the bag. The money was never really

the problem. What the money kept proving, quietly, was what

actually came first.

Stewarding It Well

1. Name your own version of “the time is not come.” What has

God specifically asked you to build, give toward, or start, that

has been delayed under the name of good planning for far

longer than you have honestly looked at?

2. Trace where your own money leaks out without producing

anything lasting, the way God told Judah to consider their
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ways. Ask whether a wrong order of priorities, not bad luck, is

the real cause.

3. Do what Judah did: start with what you already have,

before waiting for more to arrive. They rebuilt with the

same limited resources they already had. The leak stopped

after they started, not before.

The Portion Declared:

“I will not finish decorating my own house while what God has asked me

to build sits waiting. I will consider my ways honestly, and I will not

accept ‘the time is not right’ as a permanent excuse. I will build first,

and trust God to fix whatever has been leaking.”

Returned to the Giver:

Father, show me my own paneled houses, the places I have finished and

made comfortable while something You asked me to build still sits

unfinished. Show me where my own money has been leaking out, and

help me see the real cause honestly. Give me Judah’s response: obey first,

with what I already have, and trust You with the rest. In Jesus’s name,

Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Faithful in What Was Never
Yours

Jesus told a story about a dishonest employee who gets caught,

panics, and then does something clever with the little time he has

left, and his boss actually praises him for it. Not for the dishonesty.

For finally understanding, clearly, exactly what his job had always

been.

“There was a certain rich man, which had a steward; and the same

was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods. And he called

him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give an

account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward.”

Luke 16:1-2 (KJV)

The word “steward” here is the Greek οἰκονόμος (oikonomos), a

household manager. Someone trusted to run someone else’s

property, someone else’s money, someone else’s business. Not his

own. That is the whole point of the job. And the moment this

particular steward hears he is about to lose the position, he stops

wasting time:
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“Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord

taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am

ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the

stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.” Luke 16:3-4

(KJV)

So he calls in his master’s debtors, one at a time, and quietly reduces

what each one owes, a hundred measures of oil down to fifty, a

hundred measures of wheat down to eighty (vv. 5-7). He is using the

last of his authority to make people owe him personally, before that

authority runs out for good. It is still dishonest. But look at what his

boss says about it:

“And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done

wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser

than the children of light.” Luke 16:8 (KJV)

Jesus is not praising the theft. He is pointing out something sharper

than that: this man finally understood, with total clarity, that what

he was holding was temporary and not his own, and he acted on

that understanding immediately, instead of pretending nothing had

changed. Then Jesus turns the story directly toward His listeners:
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“He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and

he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If therefore ye

have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit

to your trust the true riches? And if ye have not been faithful in that

which is another man’s, who shall give you that which is your own?

Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” Luke 16:10-11, 13 (KJV)

“That which is another man’s.” That is the plainest possible

description of every believer’s relationship to money. It is not

something to defend and grow as if it belonged to us alone. It is

something entrusted to us, for now, by the actual Owner. And the

way we handle someone else’s property is the specific test for

whether we will ever be trusted with something that is truly,

lastingly ours.

Paul says almost the same thing to the church at Corinth, describing

what should be true of anyone entrusted with responsibility at all:

“Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and

stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in

stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 1 Corinthians 4:1-2 (KJV)

Not talent. Not results. Faithfulness. Even a dishonest man

understood, in his own last hour, that the position he held was never

permanently his. A steward who genuinely remembers that manages

everything differently than one who has quietly started treating a

borrowed position as if it were owned outright.
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Stewarding It Well

1. Pick one area of your finances you have been treating as

entirely your own property, and ask what would change if

you actually remembered whose it is.

2. Borrow the steward’s urgency, not his dishonesty. He acted

decisively the moment he understood his time was limited.

What would that same urgency look like, done honestly, in

your own life right now?

3. Be faithful this week in something small and unnoticed.

Jesus’s own principle is that faithfulness in small, borrowed

things is exactly what qualifies a person for something lasting.

The Portion Declared:

“What I hold was never fully my own. It belongs to God, entrusted to me

for a season. I will be faithful in the small things, trusting that the true

riches are given to whoever proves faithful first with what belongs to

someone else.”

Returned to the Giver:

Father, remind me daily that what I hold is Yours, not permanently

mine. Give me the steward’s urgency without his dishonesty, faithful use

of whatever time and resources are still in my hands. Let my

faithfulness in small things qualify me for whatever lasting riches You

still intend to give. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Everything I Built, and It Was
Vapor

The richest, wisest man who ever lived ran an experiment almost

nobody else has ever had the resources to fully complete. He wanted

to know if enough wealth and enough pleasure could finally make a

life feel like it had been worth living. He had every possible tool to

find out. And he wrote down exactly what he found.

“I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth,

therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity… I sought in

mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart

with wisdom… till I might see what was that good for the sons of men,

which they should do under the heaven all the days of their life.”

Ecclesiastes 2:1-3 (KJV)

This was not a foolish man losing control of himself. It was the

wisest man alive, testing pleasure on purpose, while staying sharp

enough to actually judge the results. Here is what he built:
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“I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me

vineyards: I made me gardens and orchards… I gathered me also

silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the

provinces… So I was great, and increased more than all that were

before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me.”

Ecclesiastes 2:4, 8-9 (KJV)

Houses. Gardens. Vineyards. Gold. More than any king before him.

And he held onto his wisdom the entire time, watching himself do

it. Then comes the verdict:

“And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld

not my heart from any joy… Then I looked on all the works that my

hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do:

and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no

profit under the sun.” Ecclesiastes 2:10-11 (KJV)

The word for “vanity” is the Hebrew בֶל ,it means vapor ,(hevel) הֶ

breath, mist. Something that looks solid for a second and then just

disappears, leaving nothing behind to hold onto. Solomon is not

saying building and wealth and pleasure are wrong. He is saying

something harder to hear: even at the largest scale any human being

has ever managed, none of it stayed. It felt like something, for a

moment, and then it was just gone.

Solomon even compares himself to a fool and finds the two of them

ending up in the same place:
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“For there is no remembrance of the wise more than of the fool for

ever; seeing that which now is in the days to come shall all be

forgotten. And how dieth the wise man? as the fool.” Ecclesiastes

2:16 (KJV)

Even wisdom itself, on its own, could not escape that verdict. It

could see the problem clearly. It could not fix it by itself.

This is exactly what we already saw in the last chapter, when Judah’s

misplaced priorities left them earning wages that leaked away like

water through a torn bag. Solomon’s story is the same lesson, at the

largest possible scale. He did not fail through laziness or poor

planning. He succeeded completely, further than almost anyone in

history ever will, and still landed on the exact same answer a much

poorer person eventually reaches by a much shorter road: money

and pleasure, chased for their own sake, evaporate the moment you

actually weigh them against what a life is for.

Ecclesiastes does not leave the reader stuck there. It ends with the

answer Solomon’s mid-life experiment could not give him on its

own:

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep

his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” Ecclesiastes

12:13 (KJV)

That conclusion carries real weight only because Solomon tested

every other option first, at full scale, and found each one wanting.

He did not arrive at fearing God because he had never tried
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anything else. He arrived there after trying everything else, and

finding all of it, without exception, to be vapor.

Stewarding It Well

1. Name one thing you are building or gathering right now

that you have quietly started expecting to give you lasting

satisfaction. Hold it next to Solomon’s own verdict on the

same experiment, done at a scale you will probably never

reach.

2. Enjoy what God gives you without demanding it answer a

question it was never built to answer. Solomon’s mistake

was never enjoyment. It was expecting enjoyment, piled high

enough, to add up to purpose.

3. Ask honestly whether fearing God and keeping His

commandments actually shapes your pursuit of more, or

whether the pursuit of more has quietly taken that place

instead.

The Portion Declared:

“I will not expect anything I build or gather to answer a question only

God can answer. What I have is real and good, but it is not my ultimate

portion, it is vapor if I make it the whole of what I live for. I fear God

and keep His commandments, and I receive everything else with thanks,

not as a demand.”

Returned to the Giver:
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Father, spare me from needing Solomon’s whole fortune to learn what he

learned. Show me now where I am expecting more money or more

comfort to answer a question only You can answer. Let me enjoy what

You give me without mistaking it for my true portion. Teach me to fear

You and keep Your commandments as the actual whole of the matter. In

Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Two Small Coins, Entirely
Given

Jesus once sat down across from a church collection box, just to

watch how people gave. He was not counting the money. He was

watching something nobody else in the room seemed to notice at

all.

“And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people

cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much.

And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites,

which make a farthing.” Mark 12:41-42 (KJV)

Picture the scene. Wealthy people walking up, giving large, visible

amounts. Then a widow, someone with little to no steady income at

all in that culture, walks up and drops in two small coins. The word

for “mites” is the Greek λεπτόν (lepton), the smallest coin in

circulation at the time. Two of them together added up to almost

nothing. Anyone watching that day would have seen the wealthy

gifts as obviously bigger and more impressive.

Jesus saw it differently:
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“This poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast

into the treasury: For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she

of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.” Mark

12:43-44 (KJV)

Notice exactly what He says. He is not claiming her two coins were

somehow worth more money than the large gifts, that would not

make sense, and everyone there could count. He is measuring

something else: not the size of the gift, but what was left over

afterward. The wealthy gave out of what they still had plenty of. She

gave everything she had left to live on. Nothing held back.

That is the real measurement Jesus is using, not the amount given,

but the gap between what was given and what remained. A large gift

from someone with much more still in reserve can look far more

impressive than two small coins from someone with nothing left,

while actually costing the giver much less.

This adds something new to what we have already seen in this book.

Judah’s story was about getting priorities in the right order. The

unjust steward’s story was about faithfulness with what belongs to

someone else. The widow’s story is about proportion, what a gift

actually costs the person giving it, no matter how small it looks from

the outside. Paul says almost the same thing to the Corinthians:

“For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a

man hath, and not according to that he hath not.” 2 Corinthians

8:12 (KJV)
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What God accepts is measured against what a person actually has,

not against some outside standard set independently of their means.

Nothing suggests the widow expected to be noticed. She walked up,

gave her two coins, and would have gone completely unremarked if

Jesus had not pointed her out to His disciples. Her gift was not a

performance. It was simply the honest, full extent of what she had to

offer, given without holding anything back.

Stewarding It Well

1. Measure your own giving the way the widow’s was

measured: not by how it compares to someone else’s amount,

but by what it actually costs you compared to what you have

left.

2. Think of one gift you have held back because it seemed too

small to matter. Reconsider it in light of what Jesus said

about two small coins.

3. Give something this week in a way nobody else will ever

notice. The widow’s gift mattered because it was not a

performance.

The Portion Declared:

“I will not measure my giving against anyone else’s amount. What

matters is not the size of the gift but what it actually costs me. Like the

widow, I give what I actually have, fully, trusting that a small gift given

completely is worth more than a large gift that costs nothing.”
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Returned to the Giver:

Father, teach me to measure my own giving the way You measured the

widow’s, not by size, but by sacrifice. Where I have held back a small gift

because it seemed too little to matter, correct my thinking. Let me give

what I actually have, without needing anyone but You to see the real

cost of it. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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A Barrel That Did Not Waste

In the middle of a bad famine, God sent His prophet not to the

richest house in town, but to the poorest, a widow who had already

decided she and her son were about to eat their very last meal. The

instruction only makes sense once you see what God was actually

about to do with a household that had almost nothing left.

“And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to

Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have

commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.” 1 Kings 17:8-9

(KJV)

This was not a wealthy town untouched by the famine. It was inside

the same drought affecting everyone (v. 1), in a foreign country

outside Israel, where this widow had no covenant claim on the God

of Israel at all. When Elijah finds her, she tells him exactly how little

she has left:

“As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of

meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am

gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son,

that we may eat it, and die.” 1 Kings 17:12 (KJV)
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She is not exaggerating. She believes, plainly, that this is the last

meal she will ever cook. And this is the exact moment Elijah asks

something that sounds almost unreasonable:

“And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but

make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after

make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the LORD God of Israel,

The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail,

until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.” 1 Kings

17:13-14 (KJV)

He asks her to feed a stranger first, before she feeds her own child,

on the strength of a promise she has no way yet to verify. And notice

the promise has a specific end date attached: not forever, but “until

the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.” A bounded

season, not an unlimited guarantee.

Here is what happened:

“And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she,

and he, and her house, did eat many days. And the barrel of meal

wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of

the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.” 1 Kings 17:15-16 (KJV)

The word for “wasted” is the Hebrew כָּלָה (kalah), to be used up,

finished, come to an end. The Bible’s claim is precise: this normal

process simply did not happen, for as long as the specific famine
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lasted. The barrel did not overflow into some permanent, unlimited

supply. It simply held out, day after day, matching the need exactly,

for exactly as long as the need existed.

This matters, because it corrects a common misunderstanding about

how God’s provision usually works. It is rarely a permanent reserve,

disconnected from any actual purpose. It is usually seasonal,

matched precisely to a real, present need, and faithful for the whole

length of that need, no more and no less. What made the miracle

possible was the widow’s willingness to obey before she had any

evidence it would work. She gave first, from what she believed was

her family’s last resource, before the barrel had shown any sign of

holding out.

Stewarding It Well

1. Name a place in your life where you feel you have almost

nothing left to give. Ask honestly whether God might be

asking for exactly that “almost nothing” first, before you see

the provision that will carry you through the rest of this

season.

2. Trust seasonal, sufficient provision instead of demanding

permanent, unlimited abundance. The widow’s barrel did

not overflow. It simply lasted exactly as long as she needed it

to.

3. Practice obedience before you have proof it will work, the

way the widow made Elijah’s cake first, with no evidence yet

that anything would happen.
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The Portion Declared:

“Whatever I have, even if it looks like my last, is enough when I give it to

God in obedience instead of hoarding it out of fear. I trust provision that

matches my actual need, for exactly as long as I need it, the way God

sustained the widow of Zarephath.”

Returned to the Giver:

Father, when I feel I have almost nothing left, give me the widow’s

willingness to give first, before I see any proof it will work. Sustain me

through this specific season, exactly matching what I need, for exactly as

long as I need it. Thank You that Your provision is precise and faithful,

not wasteful. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Unstable as Water

Jacob had twelve sons. By birth order, the oldest was Reuben. That

meant Reuben stood to receive the biggest share of everything his

father owned, a double portion, twice what any of his brothers

would get. He lost it. Not through bad luck. Through one bad choice,

made years earlier, that never stopped costing him.

Here is what he did. While his father was still alive, Reuben slept

with Bilhah, one of his father’s own wives (Genesis 35:22). The

Bible records it in a single blunt sentence, then moves on, but it did

not stay buried. Years later, on his deathbed, Jacob calls his sons

together to bless them one last time, and when he gets to Reuben,

the blessing turns into something else:

“Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my

strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power:

Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to

thy father’s bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch.”

Genesis 49:3-4 (KJV)

Notice what Jacob does first. He names exactly what Reuben should

have had, dignity, power, the full weight of being firstborn. Then he

takes it away, in the same breath, for one specific reason. Not a
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lifetime of failure. One act, years old, that Jacob had clearly never

stopped thinking about.

The Hebrew word behind “unstable” is ז It means .(pachaz) פַּחַ

shifting, unsteady, like water poured onto flat ground, spreading

wherever gravity happens to pull it, with no shape of its own. That

is the specific charge against Reuben. Not that he was wicked in

every way. That he could not hold a line. Whatever pulled at him in

the moment, he followed.

The rest of Scripture confirms the loss was permanent. First

Chronicles, written centuries later, spells it out plainly:

“Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he was the

firstborn; but, forasmuch as he defiled his father’s bed, his birthright

was given unto the sons of Joseph the son of Israel: and the genealogy

is not to be reckoned after the birthright. For Judah prevailed above

his brethren, and of him came the chief ruler; but the birthright was

Joseph’s:)” 1 Chronicles 5:1-2 (KJV)

Read that carefully. The birthright, the double portion, the place of

honor, did not just quietly fade away. It was reassigned. Joseph’s

family received the extra share instead (which is why Joseph’s two

sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, both became full tribes of Israel, the

actual double portion, given to someone else). Judah took the

leadership instead, becoming the line that would eventually lead to

David, and to Christ. Reuben kept his name on a tribe. He lost

everything else that came with being first.
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This is worth sitting with, because it says something uncomfortable

about how a birthright is actually lost. Reuben did not lose it

through poverty, or bad timing, or someone stealing it from him by

force. He lost it through his own instability, a pattern in his

character, not just one afternoon of poor judgment. The Bible does

not record Reuben as a man who woke up one day and decided to

destroy his own future. It records a man who could not hold steady

when something pulled at him, and who paid for that unsteadiness

with the one thing that could never be given back.

Compare that to Esau’s story, already told earlier in this book. Esau

lost his birthright in a single hungry moment, trading it away on

purpose for a bowl of stew. Reuben’s loss looks different on the

surface, no dramatic trade, no clear moment of decision, but the

result is the same. Whether a birthright is sold in one careless

minute or eroded by a pattern of instability, the outcome does not

care which kind of failure caused it. Both men ended up in the same

place: holding a name, but not the inheritance that name was

supposed to carry.

This matters for anyone who assumes stewardship is only tested in

big, obvious moments. Reuben’s failure was not a single catastrophic

decision made under enormous pressure. It was a lack of steadiness

that showed up in an unguarded moment, the kind of moment

nobody plans for in advance because it does not look like a test until

it is already too late. A double portion, extra responsibility, extra
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inheritance, extra trust, is not given to the most talented person, or

even the person born first. It goes to the person who can actually be

relied on to hold steady when nobody is watching.

Stewarding It Well

1. Name one area of your own life where you know you are

more like water than like stone: where you shift depending

on mood, pressure, or whoever is around you, instead of

holding a steady line.

2. Ask whether a small, private inconsistency is quietly

costing you something bigger, the way one afternoon cost

Reuben a birthright he could never get back.

3. Choose one specific area this week to practice steadiness

on purpose: the same decision, made the same way, whether

or not anyone is watching.

The Portion Declared:

“I will not be water, taking whatever shape the moment pushes me into.

I choose steadiness, in the small places as much as the large ones,

because a double portion is trusted to the one who can be relied on, not

simply to the one who was born first.”

Returned to the Giver:

Father, show me where I have been unstable, shifting instead of standing

firm. Forgive me for the private moments I have let slip because I

thought no one was watching. Make me steady, the way Reuben was not,
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so that what You have entrusted to me is not quietly lost the way his

was. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Bread That Does Not Perish

For forty years, God fed an entire nation with bread that fell from

the sky every single morning. Then, one day, it just stopped. Not

because God ran out. Because the people did not need it anymore,

and the moment it stopped tells you something important about

every kind of provision God ever gives.

Here is how it ends:

“And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the

old corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna any

more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.”

Joshua 5:12 (KJV)

No announcement. No warning. The people cross into the Promised

Land, eat their first meal of local grain, and the next morning, the

manna simply is not there. It had done its job. Israel did not need

daily bread falling from heaven anymore, because they were

standing in a land that could grow its own food. The miracle had a

specific purpose, tied to a specific season, the wilderness, and once

that season ended, so did the miracle.
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Centuries later, a crowd tracks Jesus down after He has fed

thousands of them with five loaves and two fish. They are not subtle

about what they want:

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the

miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. Labour

not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth

unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you.” John

6:26-27 (KJV)

The word Jesus uses for “meat” here is the Greek βρῶσις (brosis),

ordinary food, the kind that fills your stomach today and leaves you

hungry again tomorrow. He is not criticizing the crowd for being

hungry. He is pointing out that they have confused two different

things: a meal that runs out, and something else entirely that does

not.

The crowd pushes back with the strongest argument they have.

Moses fed our ancestors bread from heaven for forty years, can you

top that?

“Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave

them bread from heaven to eat… Then Jesus said unto them, Verily,

verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven;

but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven… I am the

bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that

believeth on me shall never thirst.” John 6:31-32, 35 (KJV)
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Notice the correction. Moses did not actually give them manna, God

did, through Moses, for a specific season, and then stopped. Jesus is

offering something in a completely different category: not a better

version of daily bread, but bread that a person eats once, by

believing, and never runs out.

This is the exact distinction this whole book has been building

toward. The widow of Zarephath’s barrel of meal did not run out,

for a season. It lasted exactly as long as the famine did, and then, as

far as we know, it stopped, because the famine ended and ordinary

provision returned. That was never a flaw in the miracle. That was

the miracle working exactly as designed. Manna worked the same

way. It fed a generation for exactly as long as they needed feeding in

a place that could not feed them any other way, and it stopped the

day that need ended.

Most of what God gives a person financially works the same way

manna did. A job. A specific opportunity. A particular source of

income. These things are real, and they are gifts, and while they last,

they are meant to be received with real gratitude. But none of them

were ever meant to be the actual foundation of a life. They were

meant for a season. When the season ends, the job ends, the

opportunity closes, the source dries up, that is not always evidence

that God has abandoned you. Sometimes it is simply evidence that

the manna has done what manna was always going to do eventually:

stop, because the specific need it was sent for has changed.
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What Jesus offers instead is not another form of seasonal bread,

arriving on a longer cycle. It is bread in a different category

altogether, something a person receives once, through faith in Him,

that does not need to be renewed daily and does not run out when

circumstances change. This does not mean daily provision stops

mattering. It means a person’s actual security should never be built

on the manna. It should be built on the One who can send manna,

stop it, and send something else entirely, without ever once running

out Himself.

Stewarding It Well

1. Name one source of provision in your life you have quietly

started treating as permanent: a job, an income stream, a

specific relationship, and ask honestly what would happen to

your peace if it stopped tomorrow.

2. Separate your gratitude for seasonal provision from your

trust in it. You can thank God for manna without expecting it

to last forever.

3. Practice going to Jesus Himself as your actual bread this

week, not just to whatever specific provision He is currently

using to feed you. Ask Him directly, the way the crowd finally

did: “Lord, evermore give us this bread” (John 6:34).

The Portion Declared:
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“I will not build my security on manna. Every specific provision in my

life is a real gift, given for a season, and I receive it with real thanks. But

my actual foundation is Christ Himself, the bread that does not run out,

that I do not have to gather again every morning.”

Returned to the Giver:

Father, thank You for every manna You have ever sent me, every job,

every provision, every season of daily bread. Help me hold it with open

hands, thankful while it lasts, not devastated when it stops. And

underneath all of it, let me actually feed on Christ Himself, the bread

that never runs dry. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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The Barns He Never Filled

Jesus told a short, sharp story about a farmer who had a great year,

made a smart, practical decision about what to do with the extra

harvest, and died the same night, having never touched a single one

of his own plans. It is one of the shortest parables Jesus ever told,

and one of the hardest to argue with.

“The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he

thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no

room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will

pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all

my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast

much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and

be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall

be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast

provided?” Luke 12:16-20 (KJV)

Read that plan again. It is not reckless. It is not greedy in any

obvious way. A farmer has more grain than his barns can hold, so he

builds bigger barns. Anyone managing a business today would call

that good planning. Nothing in the story suggests he cheated

anyone, hoarded food during a famine, or got rich through
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dishonest means. His only stated crime is what he says to himself

once the new barns are full: soul, you have plenty, saved up for many

years, relax, eat, drink, enjoy yourself.

God’s answer is blunt. He does not call the man wicked. He calls him

a fool. The Greek word is ἄφρων (aphron), literally, someone

without a working mind, someone whose thinking has completely

missed something obvious. And what he missed was not

complicated. He built an entire plan, new barns, years of ease, a

comfortable retirement, around a future he had no actual claim to.

That same night, his life ended. Every barn he had just finished

building went to someone else.

Notice exactly where the plan breaks down. It is not the size of the

harvest. It is not even the size of the barns. It is the word “soul.” The

man is speaking to the one part of himself that was never going to

be satisfied by grain in a barn, telling it to relax as if barns could

actually give a soul what it needs. Jesus is not condemning saving,

planning, or building. He is naming a very specific mistake: treating

a full barn as though it could answer a question only God can

answer.

This is the same warning this book has already met once before, in

Solomon’s own words in Ecclesiastes, a much richer man than this

farmer, who built more than any single barn could ever hold, and

arrived at the exact same discovery: none of it, by itself, could reach

the part of a person that actually needed reaching. The rich fool

never got the chance to find that out slowly, the way Solomon did,
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through years of testing it for himself. He built his plan on a Friday

and died that same night, before a single barn was ever filled the

way he intended.

What makes this parable specifically about stewardship, not just

mortality, is the question God asks at the very end: “then whose

shall those things be, which thou hast provided?” The man had

spent his whole plan asking what should I do with this, and never

once asked whose is this, really, and what does the actual Owner want

done with it? Every chapter in this book has circled back to that

same question in a different form. The unjust steward finally

understood, at the last minute, that what he managed was never his

own. This farmer never got that far. He built his entire plan around

ownership he never actually had.

The parable does not end with the man’s death. Jesus adds one more

line, aimed directly at whoever is listening: “So is he that layeth up

treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God” (v. 21). That is the

actual diagnosis. Not that he saved. Not that he built. That

everything he built pointed at himself, and nothing pointed toward

God. A person can do all the same practical things this farmer did,

plan ahead, save wisely, build for the future, and still miss what he

missed, if all of it is aimed only at one’s own comfort and never at

anything larger.
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Stewarding It Well

1. Look at your own plans for the future, savings, property,

retirement, and ask honestly who they are actually built

around. Is there room in them for anyone but you?

2. Ask yourself the rich fool’s own question, but answer it

honestly: if your life were required of you tonight, whose

would everything you have built actually become?

3. Practice being “rich toward God” this week in one specific

way: not simply saving less, but deliberately aiming part of

what you have toward something beyond your own comfort.

The Portion Declared:

“I will not build barns for my soul alone. Whatever I plan, whatever I

save, whatever I build, I aim at more than my own comfort. I remember

that everything I hold belongs to God first, and I choose to be rich

toward Him, not just toward myself.”

Returned to the Giver:

Father, forgive me for the plans I have quietly built around myself alone.

Show me where I have been speaking to my own soul the way the rich

fool did, promising it ease that only You can actually give. Make me rich

toward You, not just toward my own barns. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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The Field He Did Not Have to
Sell

Two different people in the early church did almost the exact same

thing on the surface, sold some property and gave the money to the

apostles. One of them is remembered by a new name that stuck with

him for the rest of his life. The other two are remembered for

dropping dead in the same room, minutes apart, for lying about it.

The difference between them was never the money. It was what each

was actually trying to buy with it.

First, the good example, given almost in passing:

“And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is,

being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the

country of Cyprus, Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and

laid it at the apostles’ feet.” Acts 4:36-37 (KJV)

Notice what the text bothers to explain. His name was Joses. The

apostles started calling him Barnabas instead, a nickname that stuck

so well it replaces his real name everywhere else in the New

Testament. Luke translates it for us directly: υἱὸς παρακλήσεως
(huios paraklē seos), “son of consolation” a man whose whole

character, apparently, was comfort and encouragement toward other
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people. Selling his field and giving the money away was not a one-

time performance. It was simply what a man like that did, because it

matched who he already was. Nobody pressured him. Nobody

checked up on him. He gave, and the church nicknamed him for it,

and moved on.

Then comes the very next story, and Luke places it right next to

Barnabas’s on purpose:

“But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a

possession, And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy

to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. But

Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the

Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? Whiles it

remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in

thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart?

thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. And Ananias hearing

these words fell down, and gave up the ghost.” Acts 5:1-5 (KJV)

Read Peter’s question carefully: “was it not thine own? and after it

was sold, was it not in thine own power?” This is the detail almost

everyone misses about this story. Ananias and Sapphira were never

required to sell their land at all. And once they sold it, they were

never required to give away all the money. They could have kept the

whole thing and stayed in good standing. Their sin was never

keeping some of the money back. Their sin was pretending, in front
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of the whole church, that they had given everything, claiming a level

of sacrifice they had not actually made, and lying about it directly to

God’s own Spirit in the process.

Three hours later, Sapphira arrives, not knowing what has

happened to her husband, and Peter gives her one chance to tell the

truth:

“And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for

so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said unto her,

How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the

Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at

the door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell she down straightway at

his feet, and yielded up the ghost.” Acts 5:8-10 (KJV)

Put the two accounts side by side and the actual lesson becomes

clear. Barnabas gave everything, openly, without needing anyone to

notice. Ananias and Sapphira gave part of something, while loudly

pretending it was everything, trying to buy a reputation for total

sacrifice at the price of only partial sacrifice. The size of the gift was

never the issue in either case. God was never grading a percentage.

What He judged was the lie sitting underneath the gift, using a

public act of generosity to build a false picture of a devotion that

was not real.

This connects straight back to the widow’s two mites, already told

earlier in this book. She gave everything she had, two small coins,

without a single word about it, and Jesus praised her without her

even knowing He was watching. Ananias and Sapphira gave far
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more money than she ever had, and it destroyed them, because their

gift was built on a lie about themselves rather than an honest

offering to God. A stewardship measured only by the label attached

to it “look how much we gave” will always eventually be exposed,

because God was never looking at the label. He was looking at

whether the label was true.

Stewarding It Well

1. Ask honestly whether any of your own giving has ever

been shaped more by how it would look than by what it

actually cost you.

2. Remember Peter’s question to Ananias: nobody required

the full gift. If you give less than everything, there is no

shame in that, the shame is only in claiming to have given

more than you actually did.

3. Practice giving like Barnabas this week: quietly, matching

who you actually are, without needing the moment

announced or noticed by anyone else.

The Portion Declared:

“I will not build a reputation for generosity out of a lie about what I

actually gave. Whatever I give, I give honestly, without needing to

appear more sacrificial than I actually am. Like Barnabas, I let my

giving simply match who I already am in Christ.”

Returned to the Giver:
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Father, keep me from Ananias and Sapphira’s specific mistake, claiming

a sacrifice I have not actually made. Let my giving be honest, even when

it is small, rather than impressive and false. Make me, like Barnabas, a

person whose generosity is simply the natural shape of a life already

given to You. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·
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Five Loaves Going Somewhere

A boy showed up to hear Jesus preach with a small packed lunch,

and by the end of the day his lunch had fed more than five thousand

people, with baskets of leftovers to spare. Nobody remembers his

name. What we do remember is that he did not hold onto his lunch,

and that small decision is the reason the story exists at all.

Here is the setup:

“When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come

unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that

these may eat?.. Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of

bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a

little. One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto

him, There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small

fishes: but what are they among so many?” John 6:5, 7-9 (KJV)

Do the math the disciples were doing. Five thousand men, not

counting women and children (Matthew 14:21 adds that detail).

Five small loaves, barley bread, the cheapest kind available, the

bread of the poor. Two small fish. Andrew brings this to Jesus

almost apologetically: but what is this, among so many? It is a

completely reasonable question. On paper, it was nothing. Barely a

snack for one person, let alone a meal for a crowd this size.
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Notice what actually happened to get those five loaves into Jesus’s

hands in the first place. A boy had packed a lunch that day,

planning, presumably, to eat it himself. Nothing in the story

suggests he was asked to give it up easily, or that he had extra to

spare. Somewhere in that crowd, someone, likely Andrew, found a

boy willing to hand over the only food he had, to strangers, on the

strength of nothing more than being asked.

What Jesus does with it is worth watching closely:

“And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he

distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set

down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. When they

were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that

remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them together,

and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves,

which remained over and above unto them that eat.” John 6:11-13

(KJV)

Jesus does not multiply the bread first and then distribute it. He

gives thanks over what is actually there, five loaves, two fish, nothing

more, and starts handing it out. The multiplying happens

somewhere in the giving itself, not before it. And when everyone has

eaten as much as they wanted, there is more left over than the boy

started with. Twelve baskets of κλάσμα (klasma), broken pieces,

specifically gathered up so that nothing would be wasted.
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That last instruction matters. Jesus does not tell the disciples to

leave the extra bread lying around, now that the miracle is finished

and the crowd is fed. He tells them to gather every fragment, so that

nothing is lost. A miracle this large did not make the leftovers

unimportant. If anything, it made them worth collecting more

carefully, proof, later, of exactly how much had actually come from

exactly how little.

This is the same pattern this whole book has been tracing from

different angles. The widow’s two mites were nothing next to the

wealthy donors’ large gifts, and Jesus called them more. The widow

of Zarephath’s handful of meal was nothing against a famine, and it

did not run out for as long as she needed it. Barnabas sold one field,

gave it all, and became known for it forever. None of these people

were working with impressive resources. All of them were working

with what they actually had, handed over completely, and it went

further than it had any right to.

The boy in this story never asked for his lunch to be famous. He

probably just wanted to eat it himself. But he gave it up when asked,

and what happened next was never really about the size of five

loaves. It was about the difference between bread sitting closed in a

basket and bread placed in the hands of the only Person who could

actually do something with it. Small, in itself, stays small. Small,

given, goes somewhere.
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Stewarding It Well

1. Name the “five loaves” in your own hands right now:

something small, maybe embarrassingly small, that you have

been holding onto instead of offering because it does not

seem like enough to matter.

2. Practice Andrew’s honesty: bring what you have to Jesus

with the same plain question “what is this, among so much

need?” and let Him answer that question instead of deciding

the answer yourself in advance.

3. Remember the twelve baskets. Whatever God multiplies

through your small offering is not wasted afterward. Gather it,

use it, and let it become proof of what a small gift, fully given,

can actually do.

The Portion Declared:

“What I have is small, but it is not nothing, because I am not the one

who has to make it enough. I bring what is actually in my hands, fully,

the way the boy gave his lunch, and I trust God to do with it whatever

only He can do.”

Returned to the Giver:

Father, thank You that You do not need a large gift to do a large work.

Take what is actually in my hands, however small it looks next to the

need in front of me, and multiply it the way You multiplied five loaves

and two fish. Let nothing I offer You be wasted. In Jesus’s name, Amen.
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·  ·  ·
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Blessed to Be a Blessing

Every account in this book has really been the same question, asked

from a different angle each time: what will you do with what has

been placed in your hands? Esau traded a permanent birthright for

a single meal. Judah finished their own houses while God’s house sat

in ruins. A dishonest steward finally understood, too late, that none

of it had ever been his. Solomon built more than anyone in history

and called it vapor. A widow gave two small coins that outweighed

every large gift given that day. Another widow’s last handful of flour

did not run out for as long as the famine lasted. Reuben lost a

double portion not through one dramatic sin but through a lifetime

of not being able to hold steady. Manna fed a generation and then

simply stopped, on schedule, once it had done its job. A rich man

built bigger barns and died before he ever filled them. Barnabas gave

a field away and got a new name for it. Two others gave less than

they claimed and paid for the lie, not the amount. And a boy’s small

lunch fed thousands, once he let go of it. None of that was ever

really twelve different stories about money. It was one long study in

what it means to actually be trusted with something.

God’s original call to Abraham names the whole shape of it in a

single line:
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“I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a

blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that

curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”

Genesis 12:2-3 (KJV)

Notice the order. God blesses Abraham first. Then Abraham

becomes a blessing to others. The blessing was never simply for

Abraham to keep. It was given so that it could move through him,

toward people who had not yet received anything at all. That is the

actual meaning of the Hebrew word for blessing, בְּרָכָה (berakah),

not a private reward sealed off for one person’s benefit, but

something alive, meant to travel.

Paul says the same thing to the Corinthians in plainer, more

practical terms:

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye,

always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good

work… Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister

bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the

fruits of your righteousness; Being enriched in every thing to all

bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.” 2

Corinthians 9:8, 10-11 (KJV)

God does not give seed so it can sit in a barn. He gives seed to a

sower, someone whose job is to actually plant it, so that it produces a

harvest that feeds other people too. Being “enriched in every thing

to all bountifulness” is not the same as being enriched for private
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comfort. It is enrichment specifically aimed at generosity, the way

Abraham’s blessing was aimed, from the very first sentence, at

everyone else who would eventually be touched by it.

There is a temptation worth naming plainly as this book closes:

reading twelve chapters about money and walking away with better

financial habits but no actual change in the heart underneath them.

Almost every story in this book argues against exactly that outcome.

Esau’s problem was never really about food. Judah’s problem was

never really about construction schedules. The rich fool’s problem

was never really about barn size. Every single account came down to

the same deeper question, who did this person actually think they

were serving, and what did they actually believe their resources were

for?

This is where this book hands off to the very last book in this series.

A life that has learned to steward well, faithful with what is small,

generous without needing credit, unwilling to trade the permanent

for the immediate, is now ready for the last, biggest question this

whole series has been building toward: what does it look like to

actually live all of this out, together with other people, for the rest of

a life? That is what Book 12 in this series is about, marriage, the

church, and the kind of covenant life that does not just believe the

right things privately, but lives them out loud, with other people,

until the end.

There is no single character for this closing chapter, because the

shape of it is meant to become your own life now, not one more

story you read and admire. Picture the difference between someone



60

who has walked through every chapter in this book and someone

who has simply read about it. The first no longer confuses

something urgent with something permanent, and no longer builds

their own comfort while what God asked them to build sits waiting.

They know their resources were never fully their own, and they hold

them the way a good steward holds someone else’s property,

carefully, honestly, without pretending. They have stopped

expecting any barn, however full, to answer questions only God can

answer. They give what they actually have, honestly, without

performing it for anyone else to see. And they have learned that a

small offering, handed over completely, tends to go a lot further

than a large one that never leaves the barn at all. That life is not just

informed about stewardship. It has become one, blessed, so that it

can actually be a blessing, the way it was always supposed to work

from the very beginning.

Stewarding It Well

1. Choose one chapter from this book you have not yet

actually put into practice, and go back to it this week, not

just to reread it, but to do the specific thing it asked of you.

2. Name one place where you have been blessed clearly, and

ask what it would look like to let that blessing move

through you toward someone else, the way it was always

designed to.

3. Read back through this book’s eleven declarations in one

sitting, and let them settle as one whole picture, not eleven
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separate lessons about money, but one life learning what it

means to actually be trusted.

The Portion Declared:

“I am blessed to be a blessing. Whatever has been placed in my hands,

much or little, I hold it as a steward, not an owner, and I let it move

toward the people around me the way it was always meant to. What

God has given me was never only for me.”

Returned to the Giver:

Father, thank You for every account in this book, and for what each one

has shown me about my own hands and my own heart. Let the blessing

You have given me actually move, the way it moved through Abraham,

instead of stopping with me. Prepare me now for what it means to live

all of this out together with other people, for the rest of my life, which is

where this series turns next. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

·  ·  ·

This concludes Blessed to Be a Blessing. If this book has done its work,

you no longer see your resources, however much or little, as simply yours

to keep. You have learned, account by account, what it means to actually

be trusted with something. From here, this series turns to its final

subject: covenant life, lived out together, to the end. That is Book 12,

Covenant Life.

·  ·  ·
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Appendix: Glossary of Greek &
Hebrew Words

Every original-language word unpacked in this book, gathered here

for reference.

Bekorah (Hebrew) “Birthright” (Genesis 25:31). The double ,בְּכוֹרָה

portion and covenant leadership belonging to a firstborn son.

Chapter 1.

פוּן Sepun (Hebrew) “Cieled” (Haggai 1:4). Paneled, a finishing ,סָ

touch reserved for a house that has already met every basic need.

Chapter 2.

οἰκονόμος, Oikonomos (Greek) “Steward” (Luke 16:1). A

household manager entrusted with someone else’s property, never

his own. Chapter 3.

בֶל ,Hevel (Hebrew) “Vanity” (Ecclesiastes 2:11). Vapor or breath ,הֶ

something with no lasting substance to hold onto. Chapter 4.

λεπτόν, Lepton (Greek) “Mite” (Mark 12:42). The smallest coin in

circulation, a measure of total sacrifice, not total size. Chapter 5.
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Kalah (Hebrew) “Wasted” (1 Kings 17:14). To be consumed or ,כָּלָה

finished, the ordinary process a barrel of meal was specifically kept

from undergoing. Chapter 6.

ז Pachaz (Hebrew) “Unstable” (Genesis 49:4). Shifting like water ,פַּחַ

poured on flat ground, with no shape of its own. Chapter 7.

βρῶσις, Brosis (Greek) “Meat” (John 6:27). Ordinary food that fills

the stomach today and leaves it empty again tomorrow. Chapter 8.

ἄφρων, Aphron (Greek) “Fool” (Luke 12:20). Someone whose

thinking has missed something obvious, not wicked, simply

mistaken about what actually matters. Chapter 9.

υἱὸς παρακλήσεως, Huios Paraklē seos (Greek) “Son of

consolation” (Acts 4:36). The meaning of the name Barnabas,

comfort and encouragement as a whole way of life. Chapter 10.

κλάσμα, Klasma (Greek) “Fragments” (John 6:12). Broken pieces

gathered up so that nothing would be lost. Chapter 11.

Berakah (Hebrew) “Blessing” (Genesis 12:2). Something ,בְּרָכָה

alive, given specifically to move through one person toward others.

Chapter 12.


